DRAFT NOTES ON THE MASS LINE AND OUR WORK

I. OVER THE LABT FEW YEARS THOBE OF US ENGAGED IN POLITICAL WORK AMONG S.F. Muwni
RAILWAY TRANSIT CPERATORS HAVE DEVELOPED CERTAIM BASIC DIFFERENCES OF OPiMION
ABOUT HOW THE WORK 18 GOIMNG AND ABOUT HWOW T &HOULD BE DONE, WE HAVE MADE MANY
ATTEMPTS TO SUM UP OUR WORK, BUT WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE YO REACH AGREEMENT, FREQUENT
EFFORTS TO STRUGGLE OUT THESE DIFFERENCES HAVE LED US FIMALLY INTO A DEBATE OVER
THE THEORY UNDERLYING OUR DIFFERENT SUMMATI|ONS. TH!B THEORE T{GCAL OCEBATE HAE MCRE
AND MORE CENTERED ON THE QUESBTION OF THE MASS LINE,

UNFORTUNATELY, B0 FAR THIB THEORET{CAL STRUGGLE HASKN'T ACCOMPLISHED MUCH, IT
HA8 BECOME CLEAR THAT TWO CPPOBIMG LINES EXIBY, TWO MUTUALLY MOSTILE CONCEPTIONE
OF THE MASE LINE, BUT WHAT EXACTLY THEBE TWO CONCEPTIONE ARE HAS NOT BEEN BROUGHT
CUT CLEARLY-~~LET ALONE ALL THE IMPLICATIONS OF EACH LINE, IN FACY BOTH OF THESE
INCOMPATIBLE CONCEPTIONS ARE VIEWED BY THEIR PROPONENTE AE FULLY COMPATIBLE (on
EVEN IDENTICAL) WITH THE THEORY OF THE MAB8 LINE A8 EXPOUNDED 8y THE ParRTy (IN THE
PAMPHLET ON THE Mags LINE AND IN OTHER oocumswrs) AND BY MAO AND THE OTHER GREAT
MARXI8T-LENINISTE IN THEIR WRITINGS ON QUESTIONS OF TME MABE LINE, EACH SIDE THINKS
IT UNDERETANDS THME OTHER'SB ERRORE, AND YET EACH BIDE ACCUBE® THE OTHER OF DISTORT=
ING ITS OWN POBITION, THEBE CHARGES OF DIBTORTION ARE MET WITH ON BOTH SIDES WITH
COUNTER~CHARGES THAT THE IR OPPONENTS ARE TRY|MG TO WEABEL OUT OF POSITIONS THEY
HAVE TAKEN WHENEVER AN UNCOMFORTABLE CONCLUBION 18 DRAWN FROM THEM OR AN EMBARABBING
FACT 18 BROUGHT uUP, [N BHORT THE THEGRET|CAL DEBATE HAB NOT BEEN HANMDLED CORRECTLY,
|T HA8 BEEN SLIP-EHCD, TOO IBFORMAL, AND NOT TREATED WITH THE BER|OUSBNESB 1T DESERVES,

| BELIEVE THAT THIS BTRUGGLE GAN BE CONDUCTED MORE BERIOUSLY AND WITH A BETTER
CHANCE OF ACHIEVING UNITY ARQUND THE CORRECY LINE, IF THE OPPOSING POSITIONS ARE
COMMITTED TO PAPER AND SPELLED 0OUT WITH AG MUCH CARE AB POSSIBLE, THE POINT 1§ NOT
TG PERMANENTLY COMMIT EACH SIDE TU EVERY WRITTEN BENTEMCE WHICH MAY THEN BE BE[ZED
UPON BY THE OTHER IF IT HAG EVEN AN ELEMENT OF ERRCR §M |T, BUT TC FULLY BRING OUT
THE TWO OPPOSING LINEE, WITH THEIR IMPLICATIONS AND THE REAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
THEM, |F EACH SI0E WANTE TO REVIBE 116 FOSITION IN LIGHT OF WHAT THE OTHER COMES
UP WITH, THEN ALL THE BEYTEK, WHAT WE ARE AIMING FOR, IM FACT, I8 FOR THE PROPONENTS
OF ONE OF THE Two LINES (ABBUMING THE OTHER 18 CORKRECT) TO REVIBE THE ESSENCE OUT
OF 1TE POSITION; THAT |8, TO RECOGNIZE THAT THEY ARE ESBENTIALLY WKONG, EVEN IF,
AE MAY WELL MAY BE THE CABE, SOME OF THE GUBSIDIARY POIMTE THEY HAVE RAISED HAVE
SOME TRUTH To THEM, WE ARE, IN OTHER WORDS, STRIVING FOR UNITY, BUT THIS UNITY 16
IMPOSEIBLE UNLESS OUR DIFFERENCES ARE CLEARLY AND COMPLETELY BROUGHT OUT FIRST,

1. THE CORRECT VIEW OF THE MASS LINE,

THE THEORY OF THE MABS LINE |8 PART OF THE LARGER WORLD VIEW WHICH I8 KNCWN AS
HISTORICAL MATERTALIEM, WHICH I8 I1TEELF THE MAIN BRANCH GF MArRxism-LENINISM, Mao
TseTune THOUGHT. MHIBTORICAL MATERIALIEM IS THE EXTENGION OF THE PRINCIPLEB OF
DIALECTICAL MATERIALIEM TO THE BTUDY OF EGCIAL LIFE, AM APPLICATION OF THE PRINCIPLES
OF DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM TO THE PHENOMENA OF THE LIFE OF SOCIETY, TO THE STUDY
OF BOCIETY AND 176 HIBTORY," (STALIN, "DIALECTICAL AND HIBTORICAL MATERIALIBM,"
Int., Pua. E0.,, P. 5.) HisToricaL MATERIALISM, THEREFORE, COVERS A LOT OF GROUND,.
CONTAINED WITHIN IT ARE SUCH BASIC PRINCIPLES AS THAT MATERIAL PRODUCTION 18 THE
BASIE OF BCCIAL LIFE; THAT BOCIAL BEING ODETEPMINES THE CONSCIOUSNESE OF MAN (AND
NOT THE OTHER WAY AROUND): THAT CLAGSEE EXIET THROUGH PEOPLES RELATIONSHIP TC THE
MEANS OF PRODUCTIGN}] THAT THE HIGTORY OF 60CIETY (SINCE CLASSBES FIRET DEVELOPED
IN ANCIENT TIMES) |6 THE HMIBTORY OF CLASS SBTRUGGLE; THAT MAT A CERTAIN STAGE OF

THE IR DEVELOPMENT, THE MATER|AL PRODUCTIVE FORGCEBS OF SBOCIETY COME INTO CONFLICT WI{TH
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THE EXIBTING RELATIONS OF PRODUCTION,,,FROM FORMS OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE PRODUGTIVE
FORCEG THESE RELATIONS TURN INTC FETTERE, AT THAT POINT AN ERA OF BOCIAL HEVOLUTION
BEGINs. " (Marx, MPREFACE To A CONTRIBUTION TO THE OCRITIQUE oF PoLiTicaL Economy, "
Peking, 1976, p. 3-b4.); THAT 6OCIETY MUST ULTIMATELY PROGREGS TO THE BTAGE GF COM=
MUNIEM WHERE CLABBES HAVE CEABED TO EXIST; AND MUCH, MUCH MORE, THERE I8, IN PAR-
TICULAR, ONE VITAL PRINCIPLE OF HISTORICAL MATER[IAL[SM CCNGERNED WITH THE ROLE OF
INDIVIDUALS AND THE MASEES IN HISTGRY.

THis LaAST MENTIONED PART OF THE COCTRINE OF HISTOR JCAL MATER | ALI8M, CCNCERNED
WITH THE ROLE OF THE MABSES IN HIBTORY, BEGINS V¥ITH THE FUMOAMENTAL PROPOSITION
THAT 1T 16 THE MABGES WHO ARE THE MAKERS OF HIETORY, A8 WELL AS THE BUBJECT OF H|8~
TCRY, IT 18 oNLY now THAT WE COME TO THE THEORY OF THE MASS8 LINE WHICH |8 BABED ON
ALL THE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED PRINCIFLES OF HIBTORICAL MATERIJALIEM (INCLUDING ESPEC=
tALLY THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE MABSES ARE THE MAKERS OF H!STORY)~-BASED ON THEM IN THE
SENBE THAT (T PREBUPPOSES THEM, BUT WHICH IB AN ADDITICONAL PART OF THE DOCTRINE GF
HIBTCORICAL MATER|IALIGM AND NOT IDENTICAL TO THE WHOLE DOCTRIME OR TO ANY OF THE
PREREQUISBITE PARTS, .

THE MASE LINE I8 THE METHOD COF LEADING THE MASSEE TO CARRY OUT THEIR HIETORICAL
ROLE IN ADVANCING FROM CAPITALISM (AND LINGERING OLDER FORMS OF BOCIETY (# GOME
PARTE OF THE WORLD), THROUGH SOCIALIEM TO COMMUNIST 80OCIETY, THE MAGE LINE 18 THE
METHCD OF MOBILIZING THE MASSEE TO BTRUGGLE AGAINBT THE ENEMY AND MAKE REVOLUTION.,

A METHOD OF LEADERSHIP IS NECESEARY BECAUBE LEADERSHIP JTBELF 18 NECESSARY, THE
MABBES ARE INDEED THE MAKERS OF HISTORY, AND IF THE MABSES WERE TO SPONTANEOUSLY
DEVELOF A ECIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING OF BOCIETY AND THEIR ROLE IN CHANGING 1T, AND
EPONTANEOUSBLY ORGANIZE THEMSELVES TO CARRY OUT THEIR HIBTOR{C TABK, CAPITALIBM WGULD
IMMEDIATELY AND AUTOMATICALLY COLLAPSE, SUCH IDEALISTIC SBPONTANE |TY DOES NOT, OF
COUREE, Exis8T, WHILE THE BAGIS DOES EXIST FOR THE PROLETARIAT (secause ofF 176 cLASS
POSITION, THE EXPLOITATION AND OPPRESEICN |T BUFFERS) TO BECOME CONSCIOUS OF {TEELF
AND ITE HIBTORIG ROLE, AND TO ORGANIZE |TSELF AND THE BROAD MABSES TO OVERTHROW
CAPITALIEM, THESE THINGS CAN ONLY HAPFEN IF THE (CORRELT) LEADERSHIP 18 DEVELOPED
AND (F THE SCIENTIFIC THEGRY OF BOCIETY AND REVOLUTION (1.e,, Marxtsm-LENINISEN, Mao
TeETUNG THOUGHT) 15 BROUGHT TO THE MASEES BY THAT LEADERSHIP. WE CAM THEREFGRE SAY
THAT THE MASS LINE 16 ALEO EAGEC ON (PREBUPPGSES) THE EXISTENCE OF A CENTER OF RE AV G
LUTIONARY LEAGERSHIF, NAMELY THE PARTY OF THE PROLETARIAT,

SINCE THE EARLY REVOLUTIONARY ACT{VITY OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE THEORY OF COMMUN [ €M
Back IN THE 18L0s, ENORMOUS PRACYICAL EXPERIENCE HAS SEEN GAINED WITH RESPECT TO
CORRECT AND INCORRECT METHODS OF REVOLUTIONARY LEADERSHIP, DURING THESE THIRTEEN
OECADES THERE WERE MANY BUCCESEES WHEN THE MASS LINE METHOD GF LEADERSHIP WAS FOLLOW
ED AB WELL AS TRAGIC FAILURES WHEN IT WASN'T (THOUGH OF COURBE THE MABE LINE {8 NOT
THE ONLY FACTOR DETERMINING VICTORY OR DEFEAT), DURING MOST OF THIS TIME THE
THEORY OF THE MASE LINE WAS LARGELY UNCONSCIOUS, f.E,, MOT EXPLICITLY SUMMED UP IN
THE FORM OF THEORY, ALTHOUGH IT 18 TO A DEGREE IMPLICIT IN CERTAIN CLABSIC STATE -
MENTS OF HISTORICAL MATERIALIBM (BUCH A8 THE BASIC VIEWPOINT THAT THE MASSES ARE
THE MAKERS OF HISTORY), THE THEORY OF THE MASS LINE METHOD OF EADERSHIP WAS ONLY
CONECIOUSLY FORMULATED BY Mao TSETUNG DURING THE YENAN PERIOD,

In sAYING THIE | DO NOT WANT TO DENY FOR ONE MOMENT THAT THE MASS8 LINE METHCD

WAS EUCCEBSFULLY USED BY LENIN ANG CTHERS BEFORE MAO; IMDEED FHE OCTOBER REvoLuTION
WOULD HAVE BEEN UNTHINKABLE HAD THE MABE LINE METHOD NOT BEEN EMPLOYED, FURTHERMORE
THERE ARE ASPECTS OF THE THEORY OF THE MASS LINE WHICH WERE RAIGED BY Marx, EngeLs
Anc LENIN LONG BEFORE Mac, | WILL REFER TO SOME OF THESE BELOW {N DISCUSBING THE
VARIOUE ELEMENTS WHICH TOGETHER MAKE UP THE MASS LINE.) BuT | STILL MAINTAIN THAT
1T WAS MAD WHO RAIBED THE MASS LINE TO THE LEVEL OF CONECIOUS THEQRY, WHO ELAEBCRATED
IT AND POINTED CGUT ITS VARIOUE ABPECTS OR ELEMENTS ANC THEIF {NTERCONNECTIONS, AND
THIS INCEED IS ONE OF HIE GREAT ACCCMPLIBHMENTS FOK WHICH THE PEOPLE DF THE WORLD

ARE S0 INDEBTED. WHILE 1T wae Marv wHo @RIGINATED THE BAGIC DOCTRINE OF HIGBTORIGAL
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MATERIALIEM, 1T 16 IMH NO WAY TO BELITTLE 1|8 EPOCH=MAKING CONTRISUTICN TO POINT OUT
THAT OTHERS SINCE HIE TIME HAVE ENRICHED AND EXTENDED HISTORICAL MATERIALIEM, SucH
A DEVELOPMENT & 1¢ BE EXPECTED CF ANY GCIENTIFIC THEORY, ESPECIALLY ONE OF SUCH
BREADTH AND RICHNESS, AND ONLY GHOWE AGAIN VWHAT A CREAT ADVANGE THE ORIGINAL FRAME w
WORK WAS,

WHAT THEN 18 THE METHOD OF LEACEREHIP KNOWN AS THE MASS LINE? [N THE WoRK IN
WHICH WE FIND THE THECRY OF THE MASE LINE ELABORATED FOR THE FIRST TIME (THOUGH NOT
THE pHRASE 'mass LINE' 1T8ELF), MAO BAYS:

"IN ALL THE PRACTICAL WORK OF OUR PARTY, ALL CORRECT LEADERSHIP 16 NECESSARILY
"FROM THE MAGSES, TO THE MABSES,' THIB MEANS: TAKE THE IDEAS OF THE MAGEES (SCAT-
TERED AND UNBYSTEMATIC IDEAS) AND CONCENTRATE THEM (THROUGH BTUDY TURN THEM INTO
CONCENTRATED ANG BYSTEMATIC IDEAES), THEN GO TO THE MABSES AND PROPAGATE AND EXPLAIN
THESE IDEAS UNTIL THY MASBES EMBRACE THEM AS THEIR ©MN, HOLD FABT TO THEM AND TRANG=
LATE THEM INTO ACTION, AND TEST THE CORRECTNESS OF THESE ICEAS IN SUCH ACTION. THEN
ONCE AGAIN CONCENTRATE |DEAS FROM THE MABSES AND ONCE AGAIN GO TO THE MABSES SO THAT
THE I1DEAS ARE PERSEVERED IN AND CARRIED THROUGH, AND 60 ON, OVER AND OVER ACAIN [N
AN ENDLESS SPIRAL, WITH THE IDEAS BECOMIEG MORE CORRECT, MORE VITAL AND RICHER EACH
TiME, SucH 18 THE MARXIET THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE," ("Some QueEsTions CONCERNING METH-
oos of Leaoersrip," June 1, 1943, SW, Vou. 111, p. 119,)

THE ESSENTIAL CGRE OF THE MAGS LINE 18 THE SUMMATION AND CONCENTRATIOM GF THE
1 DE AS (AND EXPEHIENCES) OF THE MABEGEB INTO A LINE WHICK (€ MOST FULLY CAPABLE OF
MOBILIZING THE MABSES AGAINST THE ENEMY, AND 1F, IN CRDER TO KEEP THL MABS LIME
METHOD OF LFADERSHIP FIRMLY fFOCUBED IM OUR MINDS WE WERE TU CHOOSE A PHRASE WHICH
ENCAPSUL | ZES THAT METHOD, THAT PHRASE WOULD HAVE TO ki "FROM THE MAEBES, TO THE
masses, " Anvone WHO HAE NOT GRASPED THIS ELEMENTARY POINT HAS NOT THE SLIGHTEST
INKLING OF WHAYT THE MASS LINE |5 ALL ABCUT,

~We sEe rRom MA0'S DESCRIPTION OF THE MASE LINE THAT (T CONBIBTSE OF THREE MAIN
PHAGES OR COMPONENTGE ¢
1) GATHERING AND BUMMING UP THE SCATIFRED AND UNSYETEMATIC IDEAS OF THE MAGSES,
2) CONCENTRATING THESE IDEAE WITH THE AID OF Marxism-LENINIBM, MAo TseTung THOUGHT
INTO A CORRECT LINE CAPABLE OF ADVANCING THE STRUGGLE, AND,
3) TAKING THIB LINE BACK TO THE MASSES, PROPAGATING {T BROADLY, AND LEAGING THE
STRUGGLE ON THIB BASIE,

ALL THREE OF THESBE STEFE ARE INDISPENSIBLE] WITHOUT ANY ONE OF THEM THE MASS LINE
CEABES TO EXIBT AND THE REMNANT WHICH REMAINS IS USELESS OR EVEN COUNTER=PRODUCT| VE,
LET us ExAMINE EACH OF THEGE THREE COMPONENTS [N MORE DETAIL,

"THE MASS LINE MEANS, FIRET OF ALL, RELYING ON THE MASSES OF PEOPLE IN THE
8TRUGGLE..." (PaRTY PAMPHLET ON THE Mass LINE, P, 1) THE MASS LINE 16 BASED ON
FAITH IN THE MASSES, ON RELIANCE AND TRUST IN THE MABSES AND THEIR IDEAS. THIB IS
THE BTARTING POINT OF THE MASS LINE METHOD., THie "ratTH™ 18 NOT A RELIGICUE OR
MYSTOCAL FA1TH, A8 THE PARTY PAMPHLET POINTE QUT, BUT DERIVES FROM THEL REAL MATER|AL
BITUATICN THE MABBES FIND THEMSELVES IN, THE CLASSES AND STRATA WHICH COMPCSE THE
MASSES ARE IN FACT OPPRESSLD AND EXPLOITED, ANC THE CLAGE OF PROLETAR|ANS MCBT OF
ALL. ONE OF THE FUNDMENTAL PROPOGITIONS OF HISTORICAL MATFRIAL|SM 18 (as we meEN-
TIONED EARLIER) THAT "SOCIAL BEING DETERMINEE CONSC|OUSNESS." THE SOCIAL BEING OF
THE PROLETARJAT (AND CTHER SECTIONS OF THE MAEEBEE, FOR THE MOST PART, AND TO ONE
DEGREE OR ANOTHER) I8 ONE OF VIG“)QS{ EXPLOITATION AND OPPRESSICON, AND THEIR JDEAS
REFLECT THI8, THISE 1§ WHY WE ARE ABLE TO BABE OURSBELVES ON THE IDEAS AND EXPERIENCES
OF THE MASGBES, -

THe PRoOGRAMME OF THE RCP 8TATES THAT: "ONE OF THE MOSBT BAS|C PRINCIPFLES OF THIS
REVOLUTIONARY EBCIENCE I8 THAT THE MAESES ARE THE MAKERS OF MISTORY AND THAT CORRECT
1DEAS ARISE FROM AND IN TURN SERVE THE STRUGGLE OF THE MASSES OF PEOPLE. THE
MASEES, IN THEIR MILLIONS, 1N THEIR DAILY EXPERIENCES IN CLASE STRUGGLE, IN PRODUC=
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TION AND IN BCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION OF ALL KINCB, AMAES GREAT BUT SCATTERED
AND UNSYSTEMATIC KNOWLEDGE .® (P, 59) [N OTHER WORDS THE MASBES MAVE CORRECT IDEAS
BECAUSE THEY PARTICIPATE IN THEBE THREE BRANCHES OF 8OCJAL PRACTICE. ™VHERE DO
CORRECT IDEAS comE rRoM? Do THEY DROP FROM THE 8KIES? No, ARE THEY INNATE IN THE
MINOT No., THEY COME FROM BOCTAL PRACTICE, AND FROM IT ALONE; THEY COME FROM THREE
KIND8 OF BOCIAL PRACTICE, THE STRUGGLE FOR PRODUCTION, THE CLAGS BTRUGGLE AND
SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENT, [T 16 MAN'S SOCIAL BEING THAT OETERMINES HIS THINKIMG, "
(Mac, ™Wnere Do Correct lpeas Come From?", May 1963, SerecTen Reaoines, P. 5072.)

THE MABEES ARE A VAST REPOSITOGRY OF GORRECT IDEAS, OF W|BOOM AND KNOWLEDGE, EGPEC=
TALLY AS CONCERNB IMMEDIATE QUESTIONS CF THE DAY, PRECISELY BECAUSE THE OVERWHELMING
PROPORTION OF ALL SOCIAL PRACTICE 18 CARRIED OUT BY THE MASEES, THIS I8 wuy Mao
sAY8: "THE MASSEE ARE THE REAL HEROES, WHILE WE OURBELVES ARE OFTEN CHILOISH AND
IGNCRANT, AND WITHOUT THIS UNDERSTANDING IT I8 IMPOSGIDLE TO ACQUIRE EVEN THE MOST
RUBIMENTARY knowLeoeE,®  (QuoTations, p. 118; "PREFACE AnND POSTECRIPT TO RuraL

SurvEys", Marcw & ApriL 1981, 8W, Vou, 111, p.12,)

BUT HAVING RECOGNIZED THIB WE MUST MOVE TO THE OTHER AEBPECT OF THE DIALECYTIC
INVCLVED HERE~wTHE KNOWLEDGE AMND {DEAS OF THE MASSES, WHILE CREAT, ARE SCATTERED
AND UNBYSTEMATIC, "IN THEIR EVERYDAY LIFE WORKERS POUR THEJR SWEAT INTO PRODUCTION
AND, IN CAPITALIBT SOCIETY, EXPERFENCE THE LIFE~K(LLING EXPLCITATION ON WHICH THE
SYBTEM 1€ BUILT. THEY TAKE PART IN STRUGGLES, TOGETHER WITH FELLOW WORKERS AND
OTHERS, AGAINSET THE ABUSES AND OUTRAGES OF THE CAPITALIST svereEM, EACH WORKER pPER-
CEIVES8 A PART OF THE REALITY CF CAPITALtIEM, BUT NONE BY HIMSELF CAN GRASP THE OVER~
ALL PICTURE, FULLY CIECOVER THE SBOURCE OF HIB OPFREESSION OR GRAEP THE LAWE OF
NATURE AND S5OCIETY THAT DETERMINE THE BEVELOPMENT OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE,

"IN ORDER TO BECOME CONSCIOUS OF ITEBELF AS A CLAES, AND TO KNOW AND CHANGE THE
WORLD IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITE REVOLUTIONARY |NTERESTS, THE WORKING CLASE MUBT WAVE
THE LEADERSHIP OF TS OWN POLITICAL PARTY, A PARTY THAT TAKES PART IN AND LEADS
THE BATTLES OF THE WORKING CLABS AND ITS ALLIES AGAINET THE CAPITALIBT RULERS AND
CONSISTENTLY POINTE THE WAY FORWARD TOWARD THE GOAL OF OVERTHROWING THE RULE OF
CAPITAL, BUILOING EOCIALISM AND ADVANCING To commuNism," (Proaramme of THE RCP,

P. 53.)

WHY 16 THE KNOWLEDGE 0OF THE MAGSES §0 BCATTEHRED, PARTIAL AND UNSYSTEMATICT We
NEED ONLY MENTION A FEW OF THE REABONS, SUCH AS THAT ViORKERE ARE KEPT CHAINED TO
THE J0B FOR LONG HOURS, AND WHAT FREE TIME THEY DO HAVE (S OFTEN NECESSBARY TO
RECOUP THEIR PHYBICAL AND EMOTIONAL STRENGTH FOR THE NEXT DAv'S8 WORKS THAT IN
ADDITION EVERY EFFORT 18 MADE BY THE BOURGEOISIE TO KEEP THE TRAINING AND EDUCATION
NECEBGEARY FOR SUCH BCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF SOCIETY OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE
OPPRESUED] AND THAT THE ALL=PERVACING SARRAGE OF BOURGEOIS IDEOLOGY OF COURGE HAS
1T DFFECT OM THE JDEAS OF THE MABEES, [T 18 FOR THEBE REASONS THAT THE THEORY
OF BCIENTIFIC BOCIALIEM 18 LARGELY THE CREAYION GF THE FMADICAL{ZED BOURGEOIS
INTELLIGENCIA AND NCT OF THE WORKERS THEMsELvESs, (See Lenin, Wuat Is To B¢ Done?,
CrapT, 2.) ALL OF THESE DIFFICULTIES CAN BE OVERCOML «wBECAUBE THE BAS|S EXIBTE
IN THE MATERIAL LIFE OF THE PROLETARIAT TO GRASP AND UTILIZE A SCIENTIFIC UNGER=
ETANDING CF T8 BITUATION AND TABKE==BUT THEY CAN ONLY BE OVERCOME UNCER THE ORGAN-
1ZED LEADERSHIP OF THE MOBT FAR~EEEING AND CONBCIOUS REPRESENTATIVEE OF THE PROw-
LETARIAT, NAMELY THE PROLETARIAN PARTY, AND THE PRINCIPLE WETHOD WHICH THE PARTY
USES TO ACCOMPLIEH THI8 16 NONE~OTHER THAN THE APPLICATION OF THE MASS LINE.

THIS BRINGS US TO THE SECOND OF THE THREE ELEMENTS CF THE MAES LINE —~CONCENTRAT=
ING THE SCATTERED AND UNSYETEMATIC IDEAE OF THE MASBES WITH THE AID OF MARX|SM=
Leniniem, Mao TseTunGg THOUGHT INTC A GORREGT LINE CAPABLE OF ADVANCING THE STRUGGLE,
THIS ELEMENT OF THE MASS LINE 1S OESCRIBED BY THE PARTY PROGRAMME IN THE FOLLOWING
worpsy Mt [THE Pnnji7 TAKES THESE ECATTERED AND PARTIAL EXPERIENCES AND IDEAS,

AMD BY APPLYING THE SClIENCE OF REVOLUT!ON. SUME THEM UP, CONCENTRATES WHAT 1§
CORRKECT, WHAT CORRESPONDS TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF BOCIETY AND WILL MOVE THE - CLASE
8TRUGGLE aHEAD," (Pp. 59-60.)
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IN CONNECTION WITH THIS TLIMENT OF THE MABE LINE WE MUBT FIRSY CONGIDER WHAT 16
MEANT BY THE "{DEAB AND EXPERIENCES OF THE MABEEE," THE MASSES CONBIBT OF THE VAST
MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE WITHIN ANY COUNTRY, LOCALITY, INDUSTRY, WORKPLACE OR UNIT
WE CONBIDER, THEY DO NOT, OBVIOUELY, COMPRIBE AN HCMOGENOUE GROUP, EACH IDENTICAL
TO ANY OTHER, [INBTEAD THE MABSEG ARE COMPCEED OF DIFFERENT cLAGEES (PRINCIPALLY
THE PROLETARIAT, OF COURGE) OR PARTE OF CLASBES, DIFFERENT BTRATA AND GROUPS WITHIN
CLAGBES, AND MANY DIVEREE INDIVIDUALS WiTHIN THE CROUFE AND STRATA. BOCIAL BEING
DETERMINEE CONSBCIOUEBNEBE~~BUT THE GOCIAL BEING OF TWO DI FFERENT PEOPLE 18§ BELDOM |F
EVER COMPLETELY JDENYICAL, FURTHERMORE THERE ARE WIDE DJFFERENCEE IN EDUCATION AND
EXPERIENCE, ALL THMESE THINGE CONTRIBUTE TO DIFFERENCES IN PEOPLE '8 IDEAB AND OUTe
LOOK, EVEN AMONG MEMBERB OF A BINGLE CLASE, IN A EINGLE AREA, [N A BINGLE WORKPLACE -~
EVEN IN A SINGLE FAMILY, THEIB 18 wHY ®THE MABBES IN ANY GIVEN PLACE ARE GENERALLY
COMPOBED OF THREE PARTE, THE RELATIVELY ACTIVE, THE INTERMEDIATE ANC THE RELATIVELY
BACFWAR;." (Mao, "Some QuesTions ConcERnING METHODE OF LEADERSHIP,® W, Vou. 11,
r. 118, :

EVERY INDIVIDUAL HAS HIE OR MER STRENGTHE AND WEAKNESSES AND THE MABEEB TOO HAVE
THE IR SHORTCOMINGE, BOTH AE A TOTALITY AND DIBFERGED AMONG THEM, THE MAGBES AKE,
A6 WE BAID BEVORE, A VAGT REPOEITORY OF CORRECT |DEAS, OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE, BuT
THEY ARE ALEO A VAGT REPCEITORY FOR INCORRECT IDEAS AND FALSE "KNOWLEDGE" WHOSE
BOURCE 18 THE BOURGEOIGIE, THE IR SYBTEM, AND THE CONDITIONE OF LIFE THEY FORCE ON
THE MABEES, MLIVING WITHIN CAPITALIGT BOCIETY,AND CAUGHT UP IN THESE CONTRADICTIONS,
THE 'epoNTANEOUS! IDEAS OF THE MAGSES ARE SCATTERED, UNBYETEMATIC AND CONTRAD|CTORY,
THERE ARE THE GORRECT |DEAG WHICH BTEM FROM THE POBITION OF THE WORKING CLAGE N
PRODUCTICN, ITE BOCIALIZATION, AND 178 BTRUGGLE AGAINET EXPLOITATION AND OPPREGS|ON,
AND THERE ARE INCORRECT |DEAG WHICH STEM FROM THE IDEOLOGY AND PROPAGANDA OF THE
BOURGEOQISIE BUY WHICH ALBO FIND A BASIE IM THE WORKER'S EXPERIENCE IN CAPITALIBT
BOCIETY, WHICH FORCES COMPETITIUN AMONG THE WORKERS, MAINTAING A "DIVIBION OF LABOR',
evc." (RCP mameHLET on Tue Mass Line, r. 3.)

THE TABK THEREFORE 18 NOT BIMPLY TO GATHER THE DISPEREED (DEAS OF THE MASGES, BUT,
FOLLOWING THAY, TO PCONCENTRATE WHAT 1€ CCRRECY, WHAT CGRREEPONDE TO THE CEVELGPMENT

OF BOCIETY AND WILL MOVE THE CLAES BTRUGGLE AHEAD,' WHILE DIGCARDING WHAT |68 INCORRECT,

"THE MASE LINE DOEE NOT MEAN THAT THE PARTY'S POLICIEE BIMPLY AMOUNT TO HOLDING UP

A MIRROR TO THE LEVEL OF CONGECIOUBNESE OF THE MAGBES AT ANY T(ME., 'WHMATEVER THE
MASBES ALREADY UNDERETAND, THAT |8 THE WMAES LINE, THAT 18 WHAT WE BHOULD GIVE BACK
TO THEM'<—BUCH 18 A CISTORTION OF THE MAGE LINE AND A DENIAL OF YHE PARTV'S ROLE AG
THE VANGUARD OF THE WORKING CLABE, ITB LEADERGHIP IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINET CAPITALISM,
THIS AMOUNTE TO GIVING UP THE GOAL OF REVOLUTION AND PERPETUATING THE CONDITIONE OF
BLAVERY FOR THE womkIne cLAage," (lero., p. 3.)

How THEN DOES THE REVOLUTIONARY LEADERSHIF EORT THROUGH THE VAET AND CONTRADC=
TORY VIEWSE OF THE MAGSEB, DIGCARD THE ERRONEOUS AND IRRELEVANT AND CONCENTRATE THE
CORRECT AND VITAL WIGDOM OF THE MAGEES INTO A CORRECT LINE CAPABLE OF GENUINELY
ADVANGING THE BTRUGGLE? THIB 16 DONE BY APFLYING THE SCIENCE OF BOCIETY AND REVO=
LUTION, WHICH 168 MARXxiBM=LENINIBM, MaO TeETuNe THouaHT, MTHE EXPERIENCE OF THE
MAGSES, EBFECIALLY THE MABE OF WORKERS, 156 THE RAW MATERIAL FOR CORRECT LINES AND
POLICIES, BUT 1T 16 NOT THE FINIGMEC PRODUCT, THE GORRECT LINE ITBELF. To DEVELOP
THIEB CORRECT LINE REQUIRES THE APPLICATION ©F MARXIeM=LENINIGM T® 'PRrocEBSs' THE
IDEAE GAINED BY THE MASEEE THROUGH THEIR EXPERIENCE. T (8 THIS TMAT THE PARTY MUGT
RETUAN TO THE MASSES AND PEREEVERE (N PROFAGATING AND CARRYING ouT.® (lsto., r. &,
ITALICE IN ORIGINAL. )

BuT wHAT cAN 1T wEAN TO "aprLY® Marxiom-LENINIEM, MAO TEETUNG THOUGHT Te THE
IDEAB CF THE MAGEES, OrR TO "procEss® THEZIR 10EAE BY MEANE OF 1T? DoEs T REALLY
ALL ROIL DOWN TO REPLACING THE IDEAG OF THE MABEEE WITH OUR OWN? Om 18 1T siMPLY
LOOKING FOR WHAT WE WANT TO HEAR AMONG THE MASBES AND, WHEN WE FIND IT, BEJZING UPON
IT TO JUSTIFY WHAT WE ALREADY WANT ¥0 DO NoT at art! ™THe mass LINE 18 NOT a
GimMmiIck, IT 18 NOT A QUEBTION OF "TAKING THE POBITIVE AND GETTING RID OF THE NEG~
ATIVE' OR BUILDING UP WHAT THE COMMMNIBTE "Lixe! AND KKOCKING DOWN THE |DEAB THEY

1



oon'T Like." (lein,, p. &)

THE MABS LINE 18 GENUINELY BASED ON IHE IDEAS OF THE MAGEES WHICH WE AS REVOLU-
TIONARY LEADERS STRIVE TO CONCENTRATE ENTO A CORRECT LINE BY ANALVZING CONCRETELY
WHAT THE VARIOUS IDEAS OF THE MABBES WILL MEAN IF USED AS THE FOUNDATION FOR ACTION
BY THE MABEES, Do WE COMPARE THE [DEAG OF THE MABEEE WITH COMMUNIBT IDEAE TC BEE
IF THEY ARE CONBIBTENT? OF course! BUT THIB I8 NOT YTHE E®BENCE OF THE MATTER AS
FAR A6 UBING THE MAES LINE 18 CONCERNED,

Te THEORY OF MARXIEM~LENINIEM, MAO TEETUNG TMOUGHT HAB DEVELOPED THROUEH THE
ECIENTIFIC ANALYBIB OF THE 8ITUATION AND EXPERIENCES OF THE PROLETAR[AT IN CLAGS
8TRUGGLE OVER A PERIOD OF CENTURIEE, DURING THIG PER|OD MANY CENERAL PROPOBITIONE
HAVE COME 7C BE 50 WELL EBTABLIGNED (PROVEN) THAT THERE CAN BE NG QUESTION OF
ABANDONING THEM BECAUSE OF THE GCONTRARY ICEAE OF EVEN A LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE AT
A PARTICULAR TIME AND PLACE, ONLY SERICUE IGNORANCE OF THE HIBTORY OF THE CLABE
STRUGGLE AND/OR OPEN AND FLAGRANT GPFORTUNIEM COULD REBULY IN BUCH AN EMPIRICISBY
REVIBIONIEM, [F, FOR EXAMPLE, WE HEAR A WORKER GAYING THAT WE DON'T MAVE TO FIGHT
THE BOSS OR THE GOVERNMENT BECAUBE THEY ARE REALLY ON OUR SIDE (AB A FEW WORKERG
DO BELIEVE) THEN WE KNOW RIGHT OFF THAT HE 16 WRONG, BAEED ON THE GENERAL PRINC |-
PLEE OF Mal, MTT, BUT 1F WE HEAR OTHER WORMERS ARGUING ABOUT WHETHER THIE §6 THE
RIGHT TiIME TO LAUNCH A STRIKE (OR YHE RIGHT TIME TG B6TORM THE WNITE Hovse, as THE
CABE MAY BE), SUR GENERAL PRINCIPLES WHICH WE HAVE MOBTLY LEARNED FROM BOOKE CANe
NOT TELL U8 WHO I8 RIGHT AND WHO 16 WRONG., ONLY A STUDY OF THE PREBENT CONDITIONG
(1% L1aHT oF THE PRINCIPLES OF M-L, MTT) can REVEAL THIE.

NEVER FOR A MOMENT BHOULD WE FORGET THAT MTWE LIVING €0UL oF MARXIEM 18" (1w
Lenin's PHRASE) "YHE CONGRETE ANALYBI® OF CONCRETE CONDITIONG, ™ APPLYING THE MAES
LINE 18 UNTHINKABLE ON ANY OTHER BAGIE,

WHEN, IN ™HE 1905 RevoLuTion IN Ruseia, THE MAEEES CCNCEIVED #F THE BOVIEYS AND
PROCEEDED TO 6TART ORGANIZING THEMBELVEB Il THIS NEW WAY, LENIN AND THE BOLEBHEVIKE
COULD NOT TUKN TO ANY DIRECT REFLRENCE IN MARX oR ENGELS Te DECIDE WHETHER THE
SOVIET FORM OF ORGANIZATION WAB GOOD OR BAD. BUT THROUGH HIE CONCRETE ANALYE!S OF
THI8 NEW DEVELOPMENT LENIN SAW THAT THE MASSES HAD BEGUN TO CREATE A NEW TOOL OF
INESTIMABLE VALUE FOR THE REVOLUTIGN, A TOOL WHICH UNDER CORRECT PROLETAR|AN LEADe
EREHIP COULD BE MADE THE BABIE FOR THE SEIZURE OF POWER BY THE PROLETARIAT. THus
AFTER FEBRUARY 1017 WHMEN THE MASBES ACAIN BEGAN TO ORGANI ZE THEMSELVEG INTO SoviETSE
THE BOLSHEVIKE ENCOURAGED THI6 AND WMELPED MOBILIZE THE MBBBEG TO CARRY OUT THE FOR-
MATION OF THE NEW ORGAMIZAYIONAL ADVANCE, [T WAS DUE TO THE INITIATIVE OF THE
BoLeHEVIKS, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THE BOVIETE EPREAD TO INCLUDE THE GOLDIERS A% WELL AS
THE WORKERS M THE FACYORIES, (BEE HiBTORY OF THE CP8U, 1939, p. 177.) It was,
MOREGVER, DUE TO THE MAGNIFICENT USE OF THE MAES LINE BY THE BOLBHEVIKE THAT THE
SOVIET rOKM OF DUEL POWER WITH THE BOURGEOIS PROVIBIONAL GOVERNMENT DID NO@T FACE
OUT AND SBECOME SUPPRESSED, BUT RATHER (UNDER 8UCH 8LOGANE a6 MALL Pewer To Tue
BovIETE! ™) PROVIDED THE ORGANIZATIONAL KEANE AND FOCUS FOR MABS ACTion on Nov, 7,

1917.

YEARS EARLIER LENIN WROTE SOME WORDE WHICH EXCELLENTLY BRING OUT TWE AGPECT OF
THE MAEE LINE WHICH WE HAVE BEEN DIBGUSEING! "MARXIEM DIFFERE FROM ALL OTHER §0Ce
IALIET YHEGRILS IN THE REMARKABLE WAY T COMBINES COMPLETE SCIENTIFIC GOBRIETY |N
THE ANALY&IS OF THE OBUECTIVE BTATE OF AFFAIRE AND THE OBJECT|VE COURBE OF EVOLU=
TION WITH THE MOBT EMPHATIC RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
ENERGY, PEVOLUTIONARY CREATIVE GENIUB AND REVOLUTIONARY [NITIATIVE OF THE MAGSES-m
AND ALEO, OF COURBE, OF INDIVIDUALE, GROUPS, ORGANIZATIONS AND PARTIES THAT ARE
ABLE TO DIBCOVER AND ACHIEVE CONTACT W{TH ONE OR ANOTHER cLAS5." (MAGAINST Bove
cert," 1907, CW, Vour. 13, ». 36.)

The THIRD ELEKMENT OF IHE MABE LINE 8 TO TAKE BACK THE CONCENTRATED |DEAE OF

THE MABEES TO THE MABEES, PROPAGATING THEM BROADLY, AND LEADING THE STRUGGLE ON
THIE ba6I6. WHY 18 THIS \MPORTANTT Becaust (RETURNING TO ONE GF THE FUNDAMENTAL
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PRINCIPLES OF MIGTORICAL MATERIALIEM) IT 1B THE MABSEG, AND THE MABSES ALONE, WHO
ARE THE MAKERE OF WORLD HIBTORY, T 18 OF NO USE FOR |DEAB, HOWEVER Pcomnrect”
THEY MAY BE, TO REMAIN IN THE HEADE OF A FEW INDIVIDUALE WHEN ONLY THE MABGES CAN
MAKE UBE OF THEM TO CHANGE BOCIETY, A8 MARX SAID 80 LONG AGO: "THE WEAPON oF
CRITICIEM CANNOT, OF COURBE, REPLACE CRITICI6M BY WEAPONS, MATERIAL FORCE MUST BE
OVERTHROWN BY MATERIAL FORCE} BUT THEORY ALB0O BECOMES A MATERIAL FONRCE AE BOON AE
IT HAS GRIPPED THE maceEs,™ ("ConTRiIBuTION To CRiTiquE oF HEcEL's PHILOBOPHY OF
Law,® wHicH ORIGINALLY APPEARED IN THE DEuTscH-FRrANZESB18cHE JamreUcwer, 18435 Marx
& Encers CerLLEcTED Works, VoL, 3, p, 182,) ,

THIE THIAD ELEMENT OF THE MAEE LINC {6 GUMMED UP IN THE ProGramme oF THE RCP (p.
60) a8 roLLOWS: "THE PARTY RETURNG THEGE COMCENTRATED IDEAS TO THE MASEES 1M THE
FORM OF LINE AND POLlCIEG, WHICK T PEREBEVYERES IN CARRYING OUT AND PROPAGATING 1IN
LINKING ITSELF WITH AND LEADING THE ETRUGGLE OF THE MASBES, AND THESE CONCENTRATED
IDEAS BECOME A TREMENUOUE MATERIAL FORCE AS THE MABGBES TAKE THEM UP AS THE IR OWN
AND UBE THEM TO YTRANBFORM THE WORLD THROUGH CLAGE ETRUGGLE,"

SucH ARE THE THREE ELEMENTS OF THE MAEB LINE, MuCH MORE COULD BE BAID ABOUT
THEM BUT WE WILL BAVE SOME POINTS TO BE ELABORATED AND DIGPUTED UNTIL LATER [N
THEBE NoTES, HERE | wouLD JUBT LIKE TO CLOSE MY PRESENTATION OF HOW | UNDEREBTAND
THE MAGE LINE WITH SOME COMMENTE ABOUT 178 "scepc",

IT BEEMB TO ME THAT BOME PEOPLE IMAGINE THAT THE MAGE LINE CONCERNE ONLY LOCAL,
BECONDARY, OR EVEN TRIVIAL 168VES, PBsa" 186UES ARE ALREADY EETTLED BY MARXIST
THEORY, HOWEVER EVEN CRITICAL, LIFE AND DEATH QUESTIONB, AND CENTRAL QUESTJGNB
OF LINE AND POLICY CAN ONLY BE CORRECTLY DECIDED BY USE OF THE MABSE LINE] WHETHER
TO LEAD AN INSURRECTION IN JuLy OorR OCTOBER, FOR EXAMPLE-=1F THE PROLETARIAN PARTY
18 TO AVOID DIBASTER, OR TO QIVE A MORE CONTEMPORANEOUS EXAMPLE, WE HAVE THE EX-
CELLENT APPLICATION OF THE MASS LINE Ay CoMRADE AvAk(AN AND THE PARTY CENTRAL Come
MITYEE (N DETERMINING THAT AY THE PRESENT TIME THE TCENTER OF GRAVITY" OF THE WORK
OF THE PARYTY LIES IN STRUGGLEE "AROUND WAGES AND BENEFITS, WORKING CONDITIONG,
AGAINET BPEED-UP, LAY~OFFE, COMPULBORY OVERTIME AND OTHER ATTEMPTE BY THE CAPITAL=
I8T8 TO INCREAGE THE EXPLOITATION OF THE workERs.® (RCP pamPHLET on THE Mass Line,
P. 10.) How was THIE DETERMINED? THROUGH Books? NO3 IT 18 A CONCENTRATEION OF
THE PRESENT IDEAE AND EXPERIENCES OF THE MAEBEEE, AND JUBT BECAUBE T 1€ A CONCEN=
TRATION OF PRESENT [DEAS THERE WILL COME A TIME IN THE FUTURE WHEN IT WILL NO
LONGER BE VALID, WHEN THZ CENTER OF @RAVITY OF OUR WORK WILL AND MUBT BE ELSEWHERE,
How WE DO OUR WORK NOW WILL HELP SHAPE THESE NEW CONDITIONS,

BUuT THERE 16 ALBO AN ERROR IN THE OFPOBITE CIRECTION==TO IMAGINE THAT ONLY
QUEBTIONS OF LINE AND GENERAL POLICY ARE TO BE DECIDED BY USING THE MAES LINE, AMD
THAT 1T DeEsN'T APPLY TO METHODE OF WORK, HOWEVER AN ARROGANT STYLE OF WORK CAN
ALIENATE UG FROM THE MASGEE JUSBT AE MUCH AS A BABICALLY INCORREGT LINE CAN., WE
MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THERE 18 A "MABE BTYLEY A8 WELL AE A MASS LIMNE, ANDC THAT B80TH
DERIVE FROM THE MABEES, THIS I6 TO BAY THAT THE BCOPE OF THE APPLICATION QF THE
MABE LINE MUET COVER THE DETERMINATION OF QUR LINE ITEELF AND OUR POLICIES, BUT
ALEO OUR METHGDS AND BTYLE OF WORK,

111, AN ERRONEQUS CONCEPTION OF THE MASE LINE,

IN CHARACTERIZING THE OPPCSING CONCEPTION GF THE MASE LINE | OF COURSE RUN THE
RISK CF BEING ACCUBED CF DISTORTING THAT POBITION, OF BEATING A ETRAW MAN. | CAN
ONLY EAY THAT EINCE THE OTHER GIOE HAS NOT YET BFELLED OUT ITS POBITION IN WRITINE
| WiLL HAVE TO GO ON THE IMPREBSIONS WHICH | HAVE GAINED IN THE COURGE OF NUMEROUE
RAMBLING DIBCUBBIONS., | WILL WELCOME ANY CORRECTIONG IN THE STATEMENT OF THE OTHER
VIEW WHICH MY CPPONENTSE CARE TC MAKRE ,
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THERE 1€, IN ADDITION, ANOTHER EXTREMELY IMPORTANT BOQURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT
THEIR THEORY OF THE MASE LINE==THE {MPLICATIONS OF OUR POLITICAL WORK WHICK HAB EBEEN
CARRIED OUT UNDER THEIR DIRECTION, THE REGULTS OF DUR WORK AT MUN! PREGENT A YELLING
PICTURE OF WHAT BUCH AN ERRONECUE LINE MEANE IN PRACTICE,

| RECENTLY WROTE A CRITICAL PAPER CONCERNING A PARTICULAR EPISODE IN OUR WORK;
EPECIFICALLY | CHARGED THAT IN THIE EPISODE, A8 IN OUR WORK |N GENERAL, THE MAEE LINE
WAS NOT BEING APPLIED, IN THE COURSE OF THAT PAPER | TOOK A COUPLE PAGES TO OUTLINE
MY IDEAS ABOUT THE MABE LINE, EEPECIALLY CERTAIN ABPECTE OF IT WHICH | CONSIDERED |
WERE NOT SUFFIGIENTLY APPRECIATED DY OTHER COMRADES IN THE WORK., (THEGE COMMENTS
HAVE BEEN REPEATED ABOVE~~MOSTLY WORD FOR WORD==TOGETHER WITH ADDITIONAL AMPLIFICA=
TIONS AMD DIBCUESIONS OF OTHER ASPECTE OF THE MABS LINE WHICH | DID NOT EARLIER
REALIZE ®ERE IN QUEBTION,) TO MY BURPRIZE THE LEADING COMRADE In THE work (I°LL
REFER TO HIM A6 "D®) REJUECTED MY COMMENTE ON THE MASS LINE IN TOTO, HE 8A1D ™ME
BTATEMENTE HERE [ IW MY PAPER [/ ARE IN FACT wrRONG,™ AND ™IT sHows BOURGE@I8 LOGIC,"®
AND "IT DOEBN'T MIT @N WHAT THE MABE LINE & ALL ABOUT,®

FROM THIG TIME ON IT WAS EVIOENT TO BOTH GIDES THAT THERE WERE INDEED TWO MUTUALLY
HOBTILE CONCEPTIONS OF THE MABE LINE AT 16BUE, AND NOT JUBT DI FFERENCEE N EMPHABGILE
OR UNOCERSTANDING, CONSEQUENTLY WE RECENTLY HAD A DISCUSBION IN THE BRANCH GF THE
THEORY OF THE MABE LINE (BOMETHING THAT WAB BUPPOSED TO HAPPEN & MONTHB AGO), BASED
ON OUR READING OF THE PARTY'S pAMPHLET on THE Mass LINE, VARIOUS OTHER PARTY DOCUMENTS
1NcLuoIne THE RecenT C,C.REPORT, AND PART OF WnAT |8 To Be Done? BianiFICANTLY
NOTHING BY MAQ was sELECTED eY D, FOR OUR sTUDY,

I¥ THis BECOND Discussion THE RELEVANCE (11) oF THE PHRABE ™FRomM THE MABEES, TO
THE MAGGEE"™ TO THE MAGE LIME BECAME A CENTRAL.POINT Or DEBATE] | @TILL FIND THIE
TOTALLY INCREDIBLE. NOTHING BHOWE 60 COMPLETELY THE UTTER FAILURE oF D, AND HIS
CAMP TG UNDERBTAND WHAT THE MASE LINE 16 ALL ABOUT THAN THEIR REJECTION OF THE CON~
CEPT "FROM THE MAGBES, TO THE MASGEG™ A8 BEING IN ANY WAY CENTRAL TO THE MAEE LINE.
AT THIS MEETING | READ OUT-LOUD THE PABSAGE IN Mao (QuoTEp ABovE, P, 3) WHERE HE
DEFINEE "FROM THE MABSES, TO THE MASSES" IN TERME OF THE THMREE ELEMENTS OF THE MAGE
LINE] BUT THI6 FAILED TO CAUSE MORE THAN A MOMENTARY BHADOW OF DOUBT To crosg D.'s
BrRow, THIB 18 PARTLY T® BE EXPLAINED BY THE FACT THAT D, IXPLICITLY DENIED THAT
THESE THREE ELEMENTS MADE ur THE MAES LiNE §M OUR EARLIER DIBCUBBION, HE FLATLY
CALLED THIS I1DEA PzrRrRONECUB™; AND | BELIEVE HE HAD THIS TRIPARTITE ANALYSIE IN MIND
WHEN HE REFERRED To¢ MY EARLIER PAPER AB SHOWING 'BOURGEOIQ L.Glc..

IN ADDITION TO THIS TRIPARTITE ANALYSIS, D. FOUND TWO OTHER MAJOR POINTE IN MY
EARLIER PAPER TO BE PERRONEOUSY, NAMELV}

1) *THE MASE LINE 18 THE METHOD OF MOBILIZING THE MASBEE TO S8TRUGGLE AGAINGT
THE ENEMY AND TO MAKE REVOLUTION,"™ AND,

2) "THME EGSENTIAL CCRE OF THE MABS LINE 18 THE BUMMATION AND CONCENTRATION OF
THE IDEAS OF THE MAGEES IKTO A LINE WHICH 15 MOBT FULLY CAPABLE @F MOBILIZING THE
MAGEES AGAINST THEIR EncmMy."

ALTHouar D, CLAIMED SEVERAL YIMES THAT THEGE THREE ERRONEOUS POINT8 CONST|TUTED
THE CORE OF MY "MIBCONCEPTION™ OF THE MAEE LINE HE DID NOT GIVE A DETAILED CRITICIBM
OF EACH NOR REFORMULATE THEM IN A MANNER WHICH HE WOULD VIEW AE CORRECT. THE BECOND
POINT ABOVE, HOWEVER, WAE GPECIFICALLY CRITICIZED (A8 WERE MY COMMENTE IN GENERAL)
FOR PINNING THE MASE LIME EXCLUBIVELY ON THE IDEAE OF THE MABBES, AND NOT THE IR
:xp;nacncss, OBUECTIVE BITUATION, ETC, (] WILL GIVE MY ANGWER TO THIS CHARGE LATER
ON.

IT BEEMS TO ME THAT THE CORE OF THE MIBCONCEPTION CF THE MASE LIMNE WHICH 16 BEING
CHAMP |ONED BY THE OTHER EIDE 15 THE NCTION THAT CORRECT {DEAE DO NOT COME FROM THE
MABEES, BUT RATHER FROM THE VANGUARD PARTY, THEY BELIEVE THAT THE WORKERS ARE NOT
CAPABLE OF ORIGINATING IDEAS WHICH CAN ADVANCE THE BTRUGGLE (UNLEBB IT BE MERELY

MINOR QUEBTIONS OF TacTtcs, ETC,) BUT ONLY OF GRABPING |pEAs PUT FORWARD BY
T T
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COMMUNIETE WHICH WHEN THEY ARE GRASPED CAN THEN ADVANCE THE BTRUGGLE. | MAvE

NOTICED WITH ATYENTIVE §MIFREST WHEN COMPADE D, WAS BEVERAL TIMEE TRIED T0O ETRAIGHTEN
ME OUT ON WHAT 17 MREALLY" MEANE TO HAVE FAITH IN THY MAEBERS "TRUE, WE HAVE FAITH
IN THE MAGEEG TO GRAEP ADVANCED IDEAS,"™ WERE MIS EXACT WORDS AT THE FIRST OF THE

TWO DIBCUSBIONE MENTIONED ABOVE (8-=17-77), AND THE SBAME EXPLICATION OF WHAT IT MEANS
TO HAVE FAITH (N THE MABBES WAG REPEATED AT THE seccmp piscussion (eNn 6-1-77),

THIS GAME POINT OF VIEW EXPRESEED ITBELF N D.'8 £mpHABIE oN CHAPTER 2 of LEnin's
WHAT Is Te Br DenE? #M QUR STUDY OF THE THEORY ©F THE MASE LINE AND THE TOTAL
NEGLECT OF MAO'S8 WRITING® ON THE SUBJECT., TKERE 16 NOTHING IN THIB CHAPTER==OR
INDEED IN THE WHOLE OF THIG MAGNIFICENT WORK—=WITH WHICH | CANNOT AGREE COMPLETELY.
Bur tn D.'s mMIND THERE 18 A (LOGICAL) CONTRADICTION BETWEEN WHAT LENIN SAYE THERE
ABOUT WORKERE NOT BEING ABLE TO GPONTANEQUBLY DEVELGP COMMUNEIST IDEGLOGY AND THE
NOTION THAT CORRECT IDEAS COME FROM YTHEZ MAGEEG; IN OTHER wWORDE D, MAR ATTEMPTED TO
rIT LENIN AGAINET MA@ AND THE CORRECY VIEW G THE MABE LINE, '

As wAB POINTED 8UT IN THE ABOVE EXPOSITION OF MY UNDERETANDING OF THE MAES LINE,
WHEN THERE |6 AN |NCOMPATIBILITY BETYWEEN THE IDEOLOGY OF ML MIT AND THE I1DEAS OF
THE MABSEE WE OF COURGE S8TAND WITH Mol , MTT, Bur THE MABE LINE 18 A TOOL FOR CON=
CENTRATIN® THOSE IDEAE OF THE MAGSES WHICH ARE GORRECT AND VITAL INTO A LIME CAPABLE
OF ADVANCING THE CLASE GTRUGGLE, To PiT LENIN AGAINST MAae, or THE I10EAS oF MoL, MTT
AGAINGT THE IDEAS OF THE MAGEES, 18 TO ABANDON THE MAEE LIKE COMPLETELY, AND GOES
A LONG WAY TOWARD ABANDONING THE MARXIST OUTLOOX COMPLETELY,

HERE THEN 18 THE CONTRADICTION wHicH D, AND COMPANY CANNOT RESOLVE] ON THE ONE
HAND OUR LEACERBHIP ANC ACTIONS GHOULD BE BAGED oN ML, MTT, BUT ON THE OTHMER HAND
THEY EHEULD BE BASED ON THE (DEAB OF THE MAGBES, | WAVE TRIED YO BEHOW THAT THIE
CONTRADICTION {6 BEGILE THE POINT IN THE APPLICATION OF THE MABE LINE, TO THE
EXTENT IN WHICH THERE 18 A CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THE PRINCIPLEE oF M=L MIT Anp THE
IDEAE ©F THE MABBES WE UNHESITATINGLY 6IDE wiTH Mal, MIT, BuUT THE MASS LINE I8 A
METHOD OF GOING BEYOND THE GENERAL PRINCIFLES WHICH WE FIND IN 800kS (MO MATTER Hew
UNDENIABLY CERRECT THEY MAY BE), AND ENTERING THE WORLD 8F REVOLUTIONARY POLITICE,
WHERE DECIBIONE MUET BE MADE ASOUT EXACTLY HOW TO LEAD THE MASBEB IN 8TRuGGLE, WE
NEED THE PRINCIFLES oF M=l, MTT 16 HELP U8B DG THIE, BUT WE ALSO NEED THE IDEAS 6F
THE MABEEE AS THE "RAW MATERIAL,® THE PLACE YO SYART IN DECIDING WHAT To Do, Wwy,
COMRADES, I8 THMIS 6O HARD TO GRaspf?

In our MEETING OF 6=1-77 D, LIBTED FIVE MAIN PQINTE WHICH EHOULD BE DIBCUSBED [N
BEEKING TC DEVELOPA"CORRECT™ CONCEPTION OF THE MASS L INE 3

1) THe THEORY oF @TAeES. [T?HAT FIRBT WE BHOULD DO EGENOMIC WORK, AND ONLY
LATER REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL WORK,

2) THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SUBJECT|VE AND OBJECTIVE,

3) Economic 8TRUGGLE v8., POLITICAL BTRUQGLE,

L) Tue vaske ofF LEADERBHIP,

5) How To DO REVOLUTIONARY WORK IH A NON=REVOLUT|ONARY BITUATION,

ALL OF THESE ARE IMPORTANT QUEBTIONS IN THEIR @WN RIGMT, BUT THEY ARE WORTH CON=-
BIDERING HERE BRIEFLY BECAUSE D, BEES THEM A8 ExrOBING MY "ERRONEOUES® VIEW OF THE
MABE LiNE, IN FACT, AccorpINe TO B., THESE FIVE POINTE "ALL BOIL DOWN TO THE QUES-
TION OF THE MABE LINE AND 'DOING STRICTLY MARXIET work'.® SinNcE D, IMAGINES THAT
THE mMASE LINE (A8 | CONCEIVE OF IT) 18 OPPOSED TO THE IDEAE OF ML, MTT, 17 18 onLY
BAYING THE BAME THING T€ SUGGEST YHAT MY VIEW 16 OPPOBED TGO "STRICTLY MARXIBT work, "
HewEVvER | HAVE MAINTAINED FOR A LONG TIME THAT ECONOMIBM 18 BTILL A BI@ PROBLEM §N
OUR wORK (EVEN 17 THE FAILURE TO USE THE MABE LINE 18 THE PRINCIPAL CONTRADICTION
AT THE PREGENT TIME), AND | MAVE BEEN ALL FOR GREATLY EXPANDING THE PRECICUE LITTLE
"sTRIcTLY MARXIST work™ THAT WE oo, () WILL @IVE BOME EXAMPLES LATER OF HOW THIS
"STRICTLY MARXIBT WORK® MAGE BEEN CONBTANTLY REBISLED BY NONE OTHER THAN D, HIMBELF,)
| oon'T AT ALL BELIEVE IN "THE THEORY OF 8TAeES."™ | QUITE AGREE WITH THE PROFOUND

ANALYBIEB OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE OBJECTIVE AKD SUBJECTIVE LAID DOWN BY THME
ParTy CHAIRMAN IN THE LagT C,C.REPGRT, AND BPECIFICALLY THAT OBJECTIVE CONDITIONE

CAN AND MUBT BE CHANGED THEQUGH OUR WORK, | BELIEVE THAT EGCONOMIC AND POLITICAL
WORK MUSY BETH GO0 FORWARD, RECOGN!ING WMERE THE CENTER OF ERAVITY 16, BUY AT THE

.
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BAME TIME RECOGNIZING THAT REVOLUTIONARY POLITICE MUBT ALWAYE BE BROUGHT INTO
ECONOMIC WORK AE WELL (KEEPING IN MIND THE THREE OBUECTIVES OF EVERY 8TRUGGLE ),

| BELIEVE | CORRECTLY UNDERSTAND THE RELATIONGHIP GF THE MAGS LINE TO LEADERBHIP,
AND | WHOLE-HEARTEDLY AGREE WITH THE NECEEGITY OF DOINE REVOLUT IONARY WORK IN A
NON-REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION, AB EXPOUNDED BY THE PARTY AN® 178 CHAIRMAN IN NUMEROUE
DocuMeENTE. Bur cemrapt D, 0ANNOT UNDERSTAND Wow | can REALLY, TRULY TAKE THEGE
S8TANDS, GIVEN MY VIEW THAT CORRECT (DEA® ORIGINATE WITH THE MABBES~~BUT THIG 18
BECAUSE HE HIMSBELF HAB A CONCEPTION OF THE MABE LINE WHICH OPPOBES YTHE VIEWS OF THE
MABEEE TO THE PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNIBM,

TME LEADING COMRADE IN OUR BGECTION BAT IN ON OUR APRIL 17TH Di1BCUBBION OF MY
EARLIER PAPER TO HELP cRITICIZE 1T, (I'LL REFER To wim A8 "G",) DurinNe THE MEETING
| RAISED A ETRONG CRITICIOM OF OUR WORK AMON® THE ACTIVE AND ADVANCED WORKERS (ameunp
MAay DAy AND IN GENERAL), POINTING OUT THAT WE CONBIETENTLY "NEGLECTED® Te 1OENT I FY
OURSELVES A8 COMMUNISTE, AND "NEQLECTED™ Y@ MENTION THE ROLE OF THE PARTY=eOR EVEN
IT8 EXISTENCE, EVIDENTLY THIB 18 A HIGHLY CONTROVERSIAL (DEA BINCE DEBP|TE MY
PRODDING EVERYONE PRESENT WAS RELUCTANT TO EVEN EXPRESE THEIR OPINION ON THE BUBw
VECT. G, HOWEVER, DID GLAIM THAT BUCH A CRITICIEM WAE “INCONSISTENT® WiTH My
PAPER , AND THAT MY PAPER WAS MFILLED WITH CONTRADICTIONE.Y | SUSPECT THAT G. MEANT
THAT MY WHOLE VIEW OF THE MAGE LINE WAB [NCONBISTENT WITH BRINCING OUT THE ROLE OF
COMMUNIBTS AND THE PARTY, AND BRINGING FORWARD COMMUNIST {DEAS. ACTUALLY THE E1TUs
ATION 18 JUST THE OPPOSITE«~(T I8 ONLY BECAUSE G, & D, TMINK THERE 18 A CONTRA~
DICTION BETWEEN PROPAGATING COMMUNIST IDEAB AND UBING THE |DEAE OF THE MAGBEE AS
THE BTARTING FOINT OF THE MAEE LINE, YHAT THEY HAVE COME UP WITH THEIR OWN BAGTARO=
1ZED VEREION OF THE "MASS LINE™, WHICH IN FACT AMOUNTE TO LITTLE MORE THAN A GIMMICK,
A CHECKING WITH THE MASSEE ONLY TO EEE IF THEY HAVE CAUGHT ©N YET TG THE ADVANCED
IDEAS WE ARE TRYING TO GET IWTO THEIR NEADE, NoO WONDER PECPLE WITH THIB KIND OF
OUTLOOK ARE B0 PUT OFF BY A MAN WHO CAN 5AY] STHE MAGSES ARE THE REAL HEROEB, WHILE
WE OURBELVEE ARE OFTEN CHILDIBH AND IGNORANT, AND WITHOUT THIB UNDERSTANDING IT 18
IMPOSEIBLE TO ACQUIRE EVEN THE MOBT RUDIMENTARY KNOWLEDGE," (PREVIOUSLY CITED QUOTE
From Mae.) Cemraozsl WHAT can THIE POSEBIBLY MEAN IM LIGHT OF YOUR CONCEPTION OF
THE MASE LINET?

(A worRIBEME ABIDES | MAVE CHARGED BOTH MY BRANCM CHAIRMAN AND SECT|ON LEADER
WITH A COMPLETE FAILURE TO UBDERBTAND THE MABS LINE, | DON'T KNOW HOW W{DESPREAD
THEIR MIBCONCEPTION I8 AMONG THE LOCAL PARTY LEADERSHIP, BUT ©IVEN THE FACT THAT
NO BTRUGGLE HAS EMERGED THERE (T® MY KNOWLEDSE) OVER THE IR [NTERPRETAT|ON DEGPITE
THE FACT THAYT THE PARTY 18 BUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN UNDERTAKING A SER|OUS CAMPAIGN T©
BYUDY THE MAG8 LINE IN RECENT MONTHS, | CANNGT HELP BUT BE GUSPICIOUE THAT THE
ERRONEOUS VIEW 16 TWE GENERAL ONE, | MAVE ALSO NOTICED THAT MANY LOCAL EVENTE
INITIATED By THE PARTY (BucH AB May DAv, INTERNATIONAL WemEn's DAy, VAR|OUS CULTURAL
PROGRAME, ETC,) HAVE BHOWN A DIETINCT TENDENCY TO BECOME SMALLER OVER THE PAST
COUPLE YEARS, | AM IN NO POBITION TO EVALUATE OVERALL THE LOCAL WORK OF THE Party,
AND | REALIZE THERE ARE OBJECTIVE FAGTORE SUCH AB THAT GOME CADRE HAVE BEEN RELOCATED
ELSEWHERE] BUT | WONCER IF A GENERAL FAILURE TO USE THE MABE LINE MIGHT ALSO BE
A PART OF THE EXPLANATION FOR THIS, )

THIB BRINGE UE TO ANOTHER POINT ~=THE QUEBTCKN OF MOW PEOPLE LEARN, THE CONNEGTION
BETWEEN THIS QUEBTION AND THE MASE LINE 18 GIVEN AN APPROPRIATE MEAVY EMPHABIE (M
PARTY WRITINGB, AND OF COURBE TME CONNECTION WAE MADE RIGHT [N THE INITIAL FLASORA=
TION OF THE MAEB LINE By Mao, (B quoTe on p. 3 ABOVE,) THE RCP PAMPHLET oN THE
MABE LINE PUTS IT THIS WAYY "IN ORDER TO DETERMINE THE ROAD FORWARD AND ADVANCE
THROUGH THE ROADELOCKS OM THIS PATH, THE WORKING CLAS8, AND T8 PARTY, NEEDS NOT ONE
EXPERIENCE, OR A FEW, BUT REPEATED EXPERIENCE. IT 18 NOT A QUEBTION OF A FEW 'SmART
PEOPLE' DRAWING UP A BLUEPRINT FOR "wow BOCIETY OUGHT To BE' AND IMPOSING THIS ON
REALITY, BUT OF THE MASSES OF PEOPLE ETRUGGLING TO CHANGE THE WORLD AND N THE PRO~

CESS LEARNING MORE ABGUT 1T, AND THE LAWE GOCVERNING 1T, IN ORDEM To CHANGE IT FURTMER,,.

AND ON, IN AN ENDLESS 6PIRAL,™ (P. 2) D, WIMBELF OFTEN ARGUES THAT THE MASSES

LEARN THROUGH THEIR OWN EXPERIENCE, BUT HE UBLALLY @RINGE THIE UP TO OPPOSE MY URGINGE
THAT MORE ATTENTION 8€ GIVEN T0 MaRXIBT PR2PACANDA (BELLING REveLUTION, CONDUCTING
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6TUDY GROUPE, TALKING ABOUT THE CAPITALIST EYSBTEM AND ITE LA®RS IN OUR LEAFLETS,

€1c.) (WE SEEC FROM THIB AGAIN THAT (T 18 HIS LINE WHICH AMCUNTE TO erPOBING "8TRICTLY
MARXIET WORK™ T@ MASE ACTIONS=~NOT MINE, AB HE CLAIME.) BINCE D, AND COMPANY HAVE

NO NOTION OF THE REAL METHOD OF THE MABS LINME, AND IN FACT OPPOSE TME UBE OF THE

MABS LINE, THEY CONBEQUENTLY CUT THE HEART OUT OF THE JDEA THAT THE MASBES MUET

LEARN THROUGH THE (R owN EXPERIENCE, D, & co., DO BELIEVE THE MABBEB LEARN THROUGH

THE IR OWN EXPERIENCES IN STRUGGLE, ALL RIGHT, (IN FACT THEY CARRY THIG IDEA TO THE
EXTREME OF BELITTLING THE IMPORTANCE OF MARXIET PROPAGANDA), ANO THEY DO WANT TO

LEAD SUCH BTRUGGLE~-RUT THEY CANNOT 00 89 AT ALL EFFECTIVELY BECAUBE THEY FAIL To
APPLY THE MASE LINE, OCONBEQUENTLY THE MAEBES DO NOT ENGAGE I[N MUCH EFFECTIVE BTRUGGLE
UNDER THE IR LEADERBNIP, AND DO NOT LEARN MUCH EVEN FROM THE STRUGELE THEY DC ENGAGE

IN (BPONTANEOUBLY OR OTHERWISE), EVEN WORSE, ALL TO® ©FYEN THE MABSES END UP “LEARN-
ING" WHAT THE BOURGEOIGIE WANTE THEM TO "LEARN® FROM THE IR EXPERIENCES—~EUCH AS THAT
IT DOEBN'T PAY TO FIGHT BACK, THAT vou CAN'T EVER WIN ANYWAY, THAT OTHER WORKEWS ARE
BUR ENEMIES, THAT THE UNION HACKS KNOW BEST AFTERALL AND THAT THESE "CommunIcTe"
(ConcerneD Muni DRIVERS) witl oMLY LEAD YOU DOWN A BLIND ALLEY, ETC,

I NOT BAYVING THAT ALL MUNI DRIVERB BELIEVE THESE THINGE, BUT BOME DO AND IT I8
AT LEAET PARTLY OUR FAULT THAT THEY DO, THE BECOND ARTICLE IN THE PARTY PAMPHLET
ON THE Mags LINE HAS THIB TO SBAY ABOUT THE FIRSTT "THIe ARTICLE STREGBED THAT, ON
THE ONE HAND THE MASEES CF WORKERS MUST LEARN THROUEGH THEIR OWN EXPERJENCE=wAND NOT
JUBT ONE @R A FEW, BUT MANY, REPEATED EXPERIENCES~-THE LAWE @OVERNING THE ACTUAL
DEVELOPMENT OF THE BTRUGGLE ] AND THAT, ON THE OTHER HAND THE PROLETAR|AT==THROUGH
176 PARTY~=MUST ALEC WAGE REPEATED BTRUGGLE WITH THE BOURGEOISIE IN THE IDESLOGICAL
ePHERE 'OVER HOW TO SUM UP THE BTRUGGLE, WHAT LEGBGNE TO DRAW FROM EACH BATTLE AND
WHAT ROAD TO TAKE [N ORDER TO CHANGE WITH THE siTuaTien,'® (P. 6)

THE IMPORTANCE OF TME SBECOND POINT HERE I8 TOTALLY LOBT oON D, AND COMPANY, AT
LEAET IN PRACYICE~—WHATEVEAR THEY MAY BAY VERBALLY, I[N THE PAGT COUPLE YEARS Muni
DRIVERS HAVE BELN INVOLVED IN ALL KINDB OF BATTLEE, NONE OF WHICH HAVE BEEN ADEQUATELY
BUMMED UP FOR THE MAEBEB, AND MANY OF WHICH WAVE NOT BEEN SUMMED uer AT ALL! LasT
YEAR, FOK EXAMPLE, DRIVERG NONORED THE PICKET LINEE OF BTRIKEING CITY CRAFT WORKERE
FOR 38 DAYE AND WHEN TRHEY DID CUME BACK FELT VERY GOOL ABOUT WHAT YHEY WAD DONE FOR
A FEW DAYE UNTIL THE BOURGEGIS SUMMATION THAT THE STRIKE was PALL FOR NOTHING™ AND
THAT WE HAD SEEN "uoED™ BY THE CRAFT WORKERE WAE ACOPTED BY THE MAJOR|TY OF THE
DRIVERB, AND NO WONDER |T WAE AUCPTED GINCE WE pUT OUT NC PROLETARIAN BUMMATION TO
COUNTERACT THE RAMPANT BOURGECIE LINE., [T §8 ONLY NOW, A YEAR LATER THAT Muwnli
DRIVERE ARE REALLY BEGINNING TO RECOVER FROM THAT I1DEOLOGICAL OEFEAT] AND IN THE
MEANTIME CONDITIONS FOR STRUGQLE AND RAIBING DRIVERG POLITICAL CONBCIOUSNESE HAVE
BEEN UNNECESBARILY OIFFICULT, |IT 18 ALEO SIENIEICANT THAT OUR ONCE HIGHLY INFLUENTIAL
CAUCUB NEWBPAPER WAS ABAMNGONED WELL OVER A YEAR AGO, EVEN THOUGH BUCH A NEWGPAFER
FROVIDEE AN EXCELLFNT FCRUM FOR PROLETARIAN VIEWS, ANALYEIS AND BUMMATION,

CommaCE D, MAG OPENLY ACMITYED TWAT DUR ABILITY TO MOBILIZE THE MABSES CF
ornivers (on ANY ISEUE) HAS FALLEN DRAGTICALLY OVER THE PAET VEAR CR 0. | POINTED
OUT IN MY EARLIER PAPER THAT THIS I3 PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE THAT THE MASS LINE KAG
NOT GENERALLY BEEN APPLIED IN OUR WORK, BuT D, WMAB ANOTMER EXPLANATION=~"GBoECTIVE
CONDITIONE™S Pl CONBIDERING THE REBULTE OF OUR WORK WE MUET DIBCUSE THE MATERIAL
CONDITIONE, ., WHAT WE ARE FACING 18 NOT UNIQUE," (QueTED FRom OuR MEETING OF G=1=T7,
D. HAE EXPRESBBED THIS SAME IDEA ON MANY OTHER OCCASIONE,) | BARE BAY IT 18N'Y
UNIQUE IF D,'s MIGCONCEPTION OF THE MABS LINE PREVAILS ELBEWHERE, | AM FRANKLY
BUBPICIOUE OF MEXFLANATIONS® FOR THE FAILURE OF POLITICAL WORK BAEED ON FACTORE=
BE YOND=OUR-CONTROL, MMATERIAL CONDITIONS™, AND THE LIKE. OF COURBE THESE THINGE DO
CCCUR, BUT THERE 16 BOMETHING OF THE AIR OF EXCUBE-MAKING ABOUT BUCH PLEADING,

IT BEEMS YO ME THAT QUR OWN WORK I8 THE FIRET PLACE TO LOOK FOR THE EXPLANATION
OF GEUCCESBES AND FAILURES ALIKE, AND 1§ YOU REEORT T6 EXPLANATIONE LIKE ®CHMANGED
OBJECTIVE CONUITIONG"® vou'o eETTER BE PREPARED TO BAY EXACTLY WHAT THESE ADVERSGELY
CHANGED OBJECTIVE CONDITIORE ARE, D.'B ATTEMPTE AT PROVIOING THIS TANALYSIS" Ane
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RIDICULOUS AND FAGCINATING AT THE SAME TimeE, | wien | couLD PROVIDE EXACT QuUOTES,
BUT AS NEAR AS | CAN REMEMBER THERE ARE TWO YERGIONE GF THIB ANALYGIG, ONE COF WHICH
GOES BOMETHING LIKE THISS MBECAUSE OF THE PROGREGS AND ADVANCEG WE HAVE MADE WE

ARE NOW FACED WITH EETBACKS; THE MASSEE HAVE SEEN MOBILIZED TO FIGHT BUT THE BOURGEOIGIE
HAS COUNTER~ATTACKED, ATTACKED THE IR BTANDARD OF LIVING AND WORKING CONDITICNE, AND
THUS DRIVEN THEM DOWN, AND B0 FROM NOW ON IT WILL 3 MARDER TO GET THE MASEES (NTO
MOTION AGAIN," [N OoTHER wORDE, Buccess Bmreeps FarLurel WHAT AN EXQUIBITE CONTRIBU=
TicN To DIALECTIcE! BuT ONE IMMEDJATELY WONDERE [F FAILURE ALEO BREEDS SUCCEBS;

1¥ B0 WE SHOULD PERHAPE AlM FOR FATILURE 1M THE SHORT RUN [N ORDER TO ENSURE VICTORY
IN THE LONG RUN, | ALWAYB THOUGHT WE WERE TRYING TO @0 FROM ADVANCE TO ADVANCE,
ETRENGTH TO STRENGTH, VICTORY TO VICTORY, AND THAT CORRECTLY LED BTRUGGLEE ON A
EMALL SCALE MIGHT BE EXPECTED TO LEAD TG EVEN MORE BIGNIFICANT BATTLE® ON A LARGER
ecaLt, D.'s THEORY TURNE REALITY ON IT8 HEAD. CORRECT BTRUGGLE CREATES FAVORABLE
NEW CONDITIONS NOT UNFAVORABLE NEW CONDITIONS, D, LECTUFES UE ON THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE OBJECTIVE=BUBJECTIVE DIALECTIC} BUT YOU REALLY HAVE TO WONDER I|F HE HAE THE
FAINTESET IDEA WHAT THE DIScussloN IN THE LAeT C,C.,REPORT was ALL A2ouT, THE POIRNT
THERE WAE THAT WE GHOULD OF COURSE PAY ATTENTION TO OBJECTIVE CONDITIONS: BUT THAT
WHATEVER OUR OBJECTIVE CONDITIONE ARE, THROUGH OUR WORK THEBE CONDIT{ONE CAN BE

MADE MORE FAVORABLE ., (BUT OF COURBE THE OTHER BIDE OF THIE i6 THAT {NCORRECT WORK
CAN MAKE THE OBJECTIVE CONDITIONE LESE FAVORABLE, |F YOU ARE IN A PCSITION WHERE
YOU CAN IMPROVE THINGS YOU ARE P8O FACTO GEMERALLY IH A POBITION WHERE YOU CAN MAKE
THINGE WORSE T0O~—DEPEND ING 1ON WHAT VOU 00, )

IN THE WORLD TODAY THME FACTORE FOR BOTH WAR AND REVOLUTION ARE INCREAGING, THIE
16 ALSO TRUE 1 ThHE U,B, IN OTHER WCRDE THE OBUJECTIVE OR MATERIAL CONDITIONE FOR
REVOLUTION (AND OF COURSE MABS ETRUGGLE WHICH 1€ INHERENT TO REVOLUTION) ARE BEw
COMING BETTER, NOT WORSE, THERE ARE UPE AND DOWNE YO BE SURE; BUT A PROLONGED
"oowN® BURING PREGENT CIRCUMETANCEE SIMPLY CANNOT BE BLAMED ON "ADVERSE OBJECTIVE
conci1Tione ,® To TRY Te DO €6 18 MERELY TO TRY TO COVER UP |NCORRECT WORK,

IT 18 TRUE, A6 THE PARTY CHAtRMAN POINTED ouT IN THE 1976 C,C.REPORT, THAT WE ARE
AT THE BEGINNING OF A NEW GEFIRAL OF MAGEE ETRUGCLE, AND IT MAY GEEM TO SOME THAT
"THE REVOLUT [ONARY MOVEMENT® HAS DECLIMED OVER THE PAST G or 8 vEARE, BuT THIS i6
CORRECTLY EXPLAINED A8 A FALSE [MPRESSION] THAT THE "MOVEMENTY oF THE LAGT GPIRAL
WAB, FOR ALL ITE IMPORTANCE, NON~PROLETARJAN FOR THE MOST PART, AND MENCE NOT AS
"REVOLUTIONARY® A6 1T WAY HAvE stemto (EVEN To 1T8ELF)., FOR THIE REABON THE RIGING
PROLETARIAN REVOLUTIONAPY MOVEMENT OF TOUAY=~«THOUGH STILL AT THE BEQIKNNING ©F THE
NEW BPIRAL-~18 AT A HIGHER LEVEL, A MORE ADVANCED STAGE N THE REVOLUTION, THAN
THE EARLIEE FERIOD, AND, MOREOVER, THE BTRUGGLE OF THE WORKING CLASE ITBELF 18 AT
A HIGHER LEVEL THAN [T WAS A FEW YEARE ACOG, THIE 16 A PERIOD OF ®GROWING WORKING
cLast REBISTANCE™ A8 THE C.C.ReporT noTES, ("Some PoInTs ano QuesTions oN REvVOo=
LuTionary Werk IN A Non=-REvoLUTIONARY SITuaTiON,® P, 2,) IT 18 TRUE THAT IT 18 ALSO
A PERIOD "0F SCATTERED STRUQRELES, AND A GREAT DEAL OF CONFUSIONR®, BUT COMPARED 70
THE RELATIVE PABGIVITY OF THE WORKING CLAGSE IN THE roeT-WorLo War || Boom YEARS,
DURING THE PERIGD IN WHICH THERE wAE NO PROLETAR|AN PARTY, THE WORKING CLABS 1&
ALREADY BEGINNING TO COME ALIVE AND GET INTO MOTION, TME REAL OBJECTIVE CONDITIONS
CF THE U,8., CAPITALIBT ECONOMY, AE WELL AB THE NEW "BUBJECTIVE CONDITIONS" wHICH
RESULT FROM THE REESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROLETARIAN PARTY ARE BOTH IMPELLING TE
VVORKING CLABE FORWARD INTO INCREABED BTRUGGLE WITH THE ENEMY, AND WILL OO0 80 alLLl
THE MORE M THE COMIMG PERIOCD,

WILL THIS ADVANCE BE WHAT MATHEMATICANS caALL "MONOTONIC", THaT 16, ALWAYE UPWARD
WiTH SPURTE AND PERIODE OF 6LOW ADVANCE ALTERNATING? OrR witL {T EVEN BE 2 FFEGULAR
MONCTONIC ADVANCE, THAT 16, CONTINUOUBLY MOVING UPWARD AT THE SAME RATE (OR A8 18
BOMETIMES €410, "IN A B8TRAIGHT LINE")? No, NEITHMER OF THESE, TMERE ARE BOUND TO
BE PERIODE OF BETBACK, DEFEAT AND RETREAY, DUE YO OBJECTIVE CONDITIONE AND GUR OWN
MIBTAKES~~50TH |IN THE GVERALL STRUGGLE AND (N OUR WORK AT & EINGLE WORKPLACE, Bur
THE PREGENT 18 A PERIOUD OF ADVANCE, NOT KETREAT, AND AT MUNI ALL THE OBUECTIVE
CONLITIONS FOK JMCREABED CLASS BTRUGCGLE o ADVANCEE 1M CLAEE CONBCICURNEEE AKD ORGAN=

1ZATION, ETC;, HAVE BEEN INCREAEB{NG FOR SEVERAL VYEARE, THE FAILURES IN OUR WORK
ARE ALL THE MORE GCLARI\NG (p LIGHT OF THIS.,
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THE OTHER VERBION OF D,'8 ANALYEIE OF THE BUPPOSEDLY ADVEREELY CHANGING MaATER | AL
CONDITIONE GCEE BOMETMING LIKE THIE {(AGAIN NOT’?&ESETE): "THE CAPITALIBT ECONOMY

16 FALTERING AND WITH IT HAE EMERGED THE CRIGIS OF THE CITIE8, THE BOURGEOISIE HAE
BEEN- FORCED TO VICIOUSLY ATTACK MUNI OPERATOKE AND DR{VE THEM DOWN, WHICH MAE LED

TO DEMOKALIZATION AND A CERTAIN TEMPORARY BAPPING OF THEIR WILL TO FIGHT BAack.," Letv's
CONB|DER THIE THEORY, THERE 18 MO DIEPUTING THAT THE GAPITALIST ECONGMIC BYSTEM

HAE ENTLHED A PERJOD OF PROFOUND CRIBIB AND THAT THE BOURGEOISIE HAE RESPONDED EY
TRYING TO PLACE THE BURDEN OF THE CRISIS ON THE BACKE OF THE WORKERS, INCLUBING MUNI
DRIVERS, THI8 HAE MEANT INCREASED EXPLOITATION AND OPPREESIGN, ¥([TH MANY BUCCEBEFUL
ATTACKE ON OUR WAGES, BENEFITE, WORKING CONODITIONE, ETC, BUT | THOUGHT THAT GFPREG-—
10N WAE EUPPOSED TO BREED RESISTANCE! IT 18 NOT THE ATTACKS ON US WHICH HAVE LED

TO DEMORALIZATION, BUY THE DEFEATS, THME LACK OF ORGANIZATION AND UNITY, THE INABiL-
ITY OF THE DRIVERE Y0 SEE ANY BCURCE OF LEADERSHIP TC TAKE ON AND DEFEAT TMESE AT
TRCKE,

BuT wiY MAVE DRIVERE BEEN DEFEATEDT Wae IT pREOROAINED? Nol! TWESE ATTacks, OR
MOST oF THEM (OR AT LEAST EOME OF THEM, FOR CRYING~0UT-LOUD!), COULD MAVE BEEN FENDED
OFF. INSTEAD OF DEMORALIZATION AND A BPIRIT OF DEFEAT, DR{VERSE COULD BE ADVANC|NG
IN ETRENGTH AND CONECIOUSNEBE, GAINING BOME VICTORIEB AND BUILDING BOME REAL MAES
ORGANIZATION, AND PROVIDING AN INEPIRING EXAMPLE TO THE WHOLE WORKING CLAGS IN THE
PROCESS, BUT THESBE THINGE HAVE NOT BEEN ACCOMPLIBHED, AND COULD NOT POSEIBLY HAVE
BEEN ACCOMPLIBHED WI1THOUT USING THE MAGS LINE. THIB 18 wHY | BAY AGAIN THAT THE
ONLY TADVERGELY CHANGING OBUECTIVE GONDITIONS® OF ANY GREAT BIGNIFICANCE THAT WE ARE
PRESENTLY FACING ARE ONEB OF OUR OWN MAK MG, DUE TO OUR GROES MIGTAKESG,

ONE OTHER POINTS |F YOU REALLY THINK THAT THE "ADVERBELY CHANG ING MATER AL CONw
DITIONE FOR STRUGGLE™ WHICH HAVE "REBULTED"® FROM THE ATYACKE OF THE BOURGEOIEIE ON
THE WORKERE ARE A MERE "TEMPORARY" SHENOMENON, YOU HAD BETTER RETHINK THE IMPL[CATIONE
OF YOUR THEGkY, A8 FAR AS THE CEVELOPMENT OF THE ECONOMIC CRISIS GOES AND THE CONe
EEQUENT 51t ADY BTREAM OF REALLY VICIOUE ATTACKS ON CRiVERE AND OTHER WORKE RS ~~WE
MAVEN'T BEEN NOTHIN'! YETIT AND IF THE CRIGIB AND THE ATTACKE, AND THE "INEVITABLE"
DEFEATE AND DEMORALIZATION ARE EOMEHOW AUTOMATICALLY GOING TO PREVENT US FROM MOB )L~
1ZING THE MABLLE OF DRIVERG AND GTHER WORKERS FROM FIGHTING BACK, WE MIGHT 286 WELL
SIVE UP RIGHT NOW, AT LEABT FOR A PERIOC OF WHO=KNOWS~HOW=MANY YEARS UNTIL THESE
"TEMPORARY" ATTACKE HAVE SETTLED DOWN INTO, PERHAPS, FAECIET BARE<BUBBIBTANCE CORC|w~
TIONE FOR THE WORKERS WHICH ABEOLUTELY CANNOT GO ANY LOWER WITHOUT WORKERS DY |NG
LIKE FLIEE TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE ECURCECIEIE ITEELF, COMRADES] YOUR THEOGRY HAE
NOTHING IN COMMCN w1TH MARX[EM,

A LABT MINUTE ADDITIONS AT OUR MOST RECENT MEETING (6=11-77) D. EXPRESGED A NEW
VERSION Uf HIE ANALYBIS OF WHY THE BTRUGGLE 18 SMALLER ANC MORE DIFF)CULT KON THAN
IT WAE A COUPLE YEARE £G0, AND THIE TIME | OBYAINED A FEW DIRECT QUOTES "iIrls
TRUE THAT THERE (6 A LOT OF DEMORALIZATION AND CYNICIEM [:AT Muu|_7...[%aut;7 THINGE
ARE ON A HIGHER LEVEL THAN Tv.0 YEARE AGO EVEN THOUGH THE BTRUGGLE I8 SMALLER,"

"IT's LOWER NUMERICALLY fN A CERTAIN BENSE, BUT THE BAEIB I8 THERE FOR A ETRUGGLE

ON A MUCH HIGHER LEVEL," [—Whv1;7 M eesBECAUSE PEOPLE ARE LOGOKING TO FIGHT BACK,,."
"THERE'S HIGHER POLITICAL AND CLABE CONSBCIOUSNESS NOW3 THEY'VE BEEN TAUGHT BOME
LESSONE.,™ "ANY I66UE WE COME UP AGAINET ON THE JOB,..wF'RE NOT GOING TO MAKE ANY
PROGREEE UNTIL WE BUILD IT A6 A ECCIAL MOVEMENT, LIKE THE |NTERNATIONAL HOTEL FIGHT ™
THIE8 MEANE WE MUST FIRET WAGE "AN ALL-OUT WAR AGAINBT EcONOMIBM™ IN OUR OWN RANKE,

VE MAVE HERE A GREAT MEW EXCUSE FOR WHY THINGE CON'T BEEM TO BE GOING E0 GoOL AT
MUNI. A "BOCIAL MOVEMENT®, YOU SEE, GANNOT BE BUILT AT A EINOLE WORK PLACE, 1Y
REQUIREE MOBILIZING EROAD BECTIONS OF THE WORKING CLABE [N A GIVEN AREA (MAYBE EVEN
NATIONALLYI), AND PROBABLY GECTIONS OF OTHER CLABBES AND ETRATA eEEI0EE, THIS NAT-
URALLY 18 NOT THE EXCLUSIVE REBPONBIBILITY OF US CoMkALEEG AT MUNI=mAND 80, THANK
Gool, we ARE ofFF THE Mookl

~~=THE BTRUGGLE 18 "LOWER NUMERICALLY, IN A CERTAIN BENBE" BUT AT A HIGHER LEVEL
NEVERTHELESS "BECAUBE PEOPLE ARE LOOKING T0O FIGHT BAck", BuT DRIVERB MAVE BEEN
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UNDER CONSTANT ATTACK FOR GEVERAL YEARE NOW AND THEY HAVE ALWAYE WANTED TO FIGHT
BACK, THE QUESTION [8=~AND ALWAYS WAB=~=HOW CANM TH{S BE OONET [T (18 THIB THAT THE
ODRIVERE OVERALL DID NOT SEE BE FORE AND BTILL DO NOT SEE Tooay (DEsPITE THE Fact
THAT AMONG THE DRIVERS RIGHT WOW ARE THE 1DEAE WHICH CAN BEGIN TO ANEWER TH16 QUES-
TION,) VTHERE'S HIGHER POLITICAL AND CLASE CONBC)OUENEEE NOw; THEY'VE BEEN TAUGHT
BOME LEGEONS, . " |8 THERE REALLY? LABT YEAR OR{VERE GAVE AN IMPREES|VE SHCW OF
SEUPPORT FOR THE STRIKING CRAFT WORKERE, BTAYING OUT 38 0AYE (WITHOUT EFFECTIVE PRO=
LETARIAN LEADEREHIP, T00)., BUT AFTERWARDS THEY CAME TO ACGEPT THE BOURGEOQ)S BUMMA=
TION OFf THIB EXPERIENCE =~THAT THEY HAD BEEN TUBED" BY THE CRAFT WORKERE, THAT IT
wAe "ALL FOR NOTHING™ AND EVEN THAT [HE ONLY RESULT WAE TO BRING DOWN HARSHER ATTACKSE
ON THE DRJVERE THEMSELVES, 'N WHAT WAY, EKACTLV. HAE CONECIOUBNEGS EBEEN RAIGED AT
MUNIT —ecWELL, WE HAVE BEEN UNDER BEVERE ATTACK.,.~=THIES (B ALL YOU CAN SAY, COM=
RADES, ALTHOUGH | DON'T EXPECT MIM TO 8AY 60 IN 80 MANY WORDE, D. REALLY BELIEVES
THAT TIME AND INVOLVEMENT |N BTRUGGLE AUTOMATICALLY BUCCEED IN RAIGING PECPLE'@
CONBCIOUBNEEE, DRIVERB HAVE BEFN THROUGH A LOT, "THEREFORE" CONEBCIOUENEGE HAS

BEEN RAIBEC, THIB THEORY 16 NOTHING BUT FCUNOMISM, PURE ANG BIMPLE., THE CONBCIOUE=-
NESE OF MUNI DRIVERE AB PART OF THE WORKING CLABB, WHOSE INTEREGTE ARE THE GSAME A8
OTHER MEMBEKRE OF THAT CLABE, HAE NOT ADVANCED OVER THE PAET YEAR, |F ANVTHING 1T
MAE DEGLINED; ANC IT I8 TO OUR BHAME THAT WE BEAR A VERY LARGE PART OF THE RESPON=-
BIBILITY FOR THI6, PEOPLE DO LEARN THROUGH THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES, BUT NOT ALWAYE
WHAT WE wANT THEM TO LEARN==EBPECIALLY IF WE MAKE NO GERIOUS EFFORT 10 HELP THEM
BUM UP THEIR EXPERIENCEE FROM A PROLETARIAN VIEWPOINT,

I TRiED 70 LRAw D, OUT A LITTLE MORE IN MIE NEW "ANALYEI5," "DOES THIS MEAN
wE'RE NOT GOING TG WIN ANY REAL BATTLES AT MUNI UNTIL WE BUILD UP THE BTRUGGLE 2E=
vonD Muni?", | askeo, "Yes,™ ME REPLIED, "WHAT ABOUT BTRUGGLES LIKE THE BiriLy
Rav SmiTh case?", | aexen, {(THie 16 A GRIVER wHO MUNI 16 TRYING TO FIRE BECAUSE
OF AN tHCIDENT FOUR YEARS AGO WHEN HE (NJURED A PAEBENGER N EELF—OEFENSE.) D.
AGREED THAT THIS BORT OF THINGMIGHT BE AN EXCEPTION, THAT WE COULD HOPE TO Wil
BOME THINGE LIKE TH1s By BIMpLY(!) mMoBILIZING MUNI DRIVERE, BUT IN GENERAL NOT
MUCH CAN BE ACCOMPLIBHED JUST AT MuNt,.

LAST YEAR WE TRIED TO HELP WIN THE CiTY CRAFT WORKERS STRIKE BY WORKING V.| TH
THE CRAFT WORKE 3 THEMSELVES AND (TO AN EK?ENT) TRYING TO MOBILIZE THE WORK{HG
CLAS3 TO BUPPORT THE STRIKE, THEBE WERE IMPORTANT AND NECESSARY THINGS, BUT wE
SUMMED uUP AFTERWARDS THAT DUR MAIN WORK SHOULD HAVE BEEN Wi TH NUNI DRIVERB,
INVOLVING THE®NM N THE 81'F~|;(—E-: RATEITHRG THEIR CLABE CONMBCICUGNESE [N THE F’h(z(,EGﬁ.
£1¢, lN CTHER aREpEB TOO, BUCH 2B THE GIRULCLES AGAINET RUN CUTG, WE HAVE A HIBTOFRY
CF CONCENTRATING OUR ATTENTICN CN MOBILIZING THE PUBLIC MORE THAN MUNI ORIVERS
THEMSELVES, BuT Now EVIDENTLY WE ARE TO BUPPOSE THAT THIG "LOOKING BEvOND Muni"
I8 THE CORRECT APPRCACH, | SUBPECT THE KL AL THINKING SFHIND THIS I8 BOMETHING LIKE:
WE HAVENTY BUCCEEDBL IN MOBILIZING THE MAEBES OF MUNI DRIVERE; IN CRDER TOU KEALLY
DO 60 WE "FIRBT" HAVE TO MOBILIZE THE BROAD MASBEES, AND THEN SURELY THE CRIVERE
will comfF ALonG, TO ME THIS BEEMS aASE-Backvrak0s, CUR TABK 16 TO moeiLizE Muni
DRIVERS RIGHT NOW, AND THI6S CAN BE DONE IF THE RIGHT METHOD (THE MAES LINE) |6
USED, |T I8 TRUE THAT NO MATTER HOW WELL ORGANIZED MUNI} ORIVERE ARE AND HOW M|GH
THEIR CCNBCIOUBNEES 1B, MANY [MPORTANT BATTLES CANNOT BE WON WITHOUT BROADENING THE
BTRUGGLE TO THE WHGOLE WORKING CLAGE AND BEYOND=~AND OF CCUREBE THIB APPLIES WiTH
INCREABED EMPHAEIE IN THE BIGGESBT BATYLE OF ALL--REVOLUTION. [T 18, FURTHERMORE ,
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO CONBTANTLY MAKE GREAT EFFORTE TO LINK UP THE BTRUGGLES AT
MUNI WITH OTHER WORKERS AND THE ETRUGGLE OF THE WHOLE CLABS, AB A MEANS OF
ETRENGTHENING ALL THE STRUGGLEB, AND OF RAISBING CLASS CONEC[OUGNEBS, ETC, BUT wE
CANNOT FORGET FOR A MOMENT THAT CUR PRIMARY TAGK, AE CADRE WORKING AT MUNI, 8 To
MOBILIZE MUNI DRIVERE THEMBELVES, T® WORK WITH THEM TO RAIBE THEIR CONGC]OQUENEES
AND ORGANIZATION, WE BHOULD NOT UNDERRATE THE GREAT POWER THAT 1800 ORIVERE HAVE
WHEN THEY ARE FULLY AROUSED AND IN ACTION, MANY EXTREMELY IMPORTANT BATTLES AT
Muwi CAN BE WON PRIMARILY BY MCEILIZING MUNI DRIVERE THEMBELVES, AND CABEB LIKE
BiLLy Ray SmiTH's 8HOULD NOT BE EBEEN AE TRIVIAL EXCEPTIONE BUT A6 CRUCIALLY 1M~
PCRTANT TYPICAL BATTLEE (AT LEAET DURING THE PREBENT PERIOD WHEN WE ARE TRYING TO
GET ON OUR FEET aGAIN). EVEN THE EXTENSION OF KEY STRUGGLES BEYCGND MUNI DEPENDS
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IN THE FIRET PLACE UPON THE MOBILIZATION, ORGANIZATION, UNITY AND CONBCIOUENEES OF
MuNi DRIVERE THEMBELVEE., TO BAY THAT wiE CAN'T GET "ANYWHERE™ AT MUNI UNTIL WE
BUILD AN OVERALL BOCIAL MOVEMENT 18 A DANGEROUBLY INCORRECT {DEA, A COP=~QUT, AND
ANOTHER COVER=~UP FOR THE DISABTROUB REBULTE OF FAILING TO UBE THE MABS LINE,

As | MENTIONED ABOVE IT 16 GENERALLY ADMITTED BY ALL COMRADES IN THE WORK THAT
OUR ABILITY TO MOBILIZE THE MAGSEB ON ANY |EBUE HAE FALLEN DRABTICALLY OVER THE
PABY YEAR OR Two. FOR BRINGING THINGSE LIKE THIS UP | AM ACCUBED GF "WORBHIEPINC
NUMBERS," CONBIDERING ONLY QUANTITY AND NOT QUALITY, ETC,

IT 18 OF COURBE TRUE THAT IN LEADING THE MABSES YOU HAVE TO BTAKT BOMEWHERE, AND
THAT caN'T BE wiTH EVERYONE IN MOTION RIGHT FROM THE BEGINMING, EVEN WHEN THE WORK
HAS BEEN UNDERWAY FOR A LONG TIME BOME IBEBUES WILL G@RIP THE MASGES MORE THAN OTHERE
AND LEAD TO DIFFERENT LEVELE OF BTRUGELE~<DUE TCO THE VARYING CONGCIQUENEEE OF TME
MAEBES ON DIFFERENT IGEUER AND FOR OTHER REASONS, EVEN THE BAME IBBUE wILL LEAD TO
DIFFERENT LEVELS OF BTRUGGLE AT DIFFERENT TIMEB—~=NOT ALWAYS CREATER STRUGGLE AS
TIME PABSES, BUT IF WORK 18 BEING DONE CORRECTLY THERE SHOULD BE A GENERAL TREND
TOWARD LARGER NUMBERS BEING BROUGHT INTO MOTION==~CERTAINLY NOT TOWARD FEWER NUMBERSG ,

ARE LARGE NUMBERS REALLY IMPORTANT? WELL WE KNOW THE MASSES ARE THE MAKERS OF
WORLD MIBTORY, ONE WONDERS WHO THE MASBES ARE (LET ALONE THE "BROAD MASSEB") (F
THEY ARE NOT LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE, [EN'T 1T BTRANGE THAT BOME PEOPLE SEE NO
CONNECTION BETWEEN APPLYING THE "MASB™ LINE AND MOBILIZING LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE?!
OF COURSE A6 WE NOTED BEFORE, WHAT CONSTITUTES THE MAEGES AND THUS WHAT CONETITUTES
LARGE NUMBERE OF PEOPLE, VARIES WITH THE CONTEXT, |IN cCONBIDERING A FacTory ofF 100
PEOPLE IT MEANB SOMETHING DIFFERENT THAN WHEN CONBIDERING THE BAy AREA OR THE WHOLE
COUNTRY,

THE PARTY PAMPHLET ON THE MAS8 LINE (WHICH | SOMETIMES WONDER I|F HAS EVEN BEEN
READ BY THE GTHER GIDE IN THIS DISPUTE) EMPHABIZES THE IMPCRTANCE OF LARGE NUMBERS
IN SEVERAL PLACE®, FoOR EXAMPLE, ".,.THE PARTY OF THE WORKING CLABE MUST BAEE |TEELF
ON THE EXPERIENCE AND THE BTRUGGLE OF THE MASSES BROACLY~~AND NOT ON THAT OF A FEW

INnotviouaLs.” (P, 3) THIS IDEA 18 EVEN MORE BMARPLY EXPREESED ON PAGE 7 WHERE WE
FIND?

"THERE ARE MANY CABES WHERE INITIALLY THE STRUGALE WAE DEVELOPING IN A B1G WAY,
MORE AND MORE PEOPLE WERE COMING FORWARD, TAKING INITIATIVE, GRABPING MATTERE INTC
THEIR OWN HANDE, GIVEING ACTIVE. EXPREGSEION IN BATTLE YO THEIR DEEP HATRED FOR THE
CLABE ENEMY, BUT AT A CERTAIN POINT TYHE LEADING FORCES SUBSTITUTED THEIR OWN 'G00D
IDEA' FOR A SCIENTIFIC APPLICATION OF THE MABB LINE IN DETERMINING THE NEXT GTEP =«
AND WHAT wAB THE mESULTT ’ '

"THE RESULT WAS INEVITABLY THAT THE MOMENTUM BUILT UP WAS LOBT==AT LEAST TEM-
PORARILY~=~THE INITIATIVE OF THE MAGSES DAHFENED. THE HAND OF THE ENEMY WASE STRENETHENED
AND THE ADVANCED FORCE® BECAME IEOLATED. WMERE VESTERDAY WUNDREDS, BOMETIMES EVEN
THOUBANDE, WERE IN MOTION, NOW ONLY A BMALL NUMBER REMAIN ACTIVE, VHERE BEFORE THE
MABEES WERE GAINING IN THEIR CONBCIOUSBNEEB AND SENSE OF ORGANIZATION, NOW THEY BE=
COME CONFUBED, DEMORALIZED AND DIVIDED," AND A8 THE PARTY CHAIRMAN GUMMED THIB uP,

"l THINK WE'VE LEARNED ALOT ABOUT THE FACT THAT AT ANY GIVEN POINT JF QUR TACT|CE
CEVIATE fROM THE MAGS LINE,..YOU CAN GO FROM VERY BIG TO VERY BMALL VERY FAST.'
("FURTHER REMARKE,...", P. 7, MY EMPHAEIG,) BUT PERHAPE BOCIAL LAWE WORK D1 FFERENTLY
AT MUNI THAN IN THE REBT OF THE COUNTRY AND THE WORLD,

WHAT DO THE QREAT MARXIBTS HAVE TO BAY ON THIS POINTT THERE ARE INNUMERABLE
PLACES WHERE THEY EMPHAGIZE THE {MPORTANCE OF INVOLVING LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE
IN 8TRUGGLE, CONBIDER, FOR EXAMPLE, THIB PASSAGE rRoM LENIN'S 1897 work "TwE

HEm1TAGE WE RENOUNCE™ WHERE HE FIRET QUOTES MARX AND THEN ADDS BOME COMMENTE OF HIS
OWN ¢
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"'WITH THE THOROUGHNESS OF THE HIBTORICAL ACTION, THE S8I1ZE OF THE MABS WHCBE
ACTION IT 18 WILL THERE FORE INCREABE," [}"THE HoLy FamiLy™, Marx & Eneers C¥, Vou, 4
r. 8?._7¥-Tn£s: WORDE EXPREBS ONE OF THE PROFOUNCEBT AN® MOST (MPORTANT PRECEFTE OF
THAT HIBTORICO-PHILOSOPHICAL THEORY WHICH OUR NARODNIKE WILL NOT AND CANNOT UNDER=-
ETAND, As MAN'D HIBTORY=MAKING ACTIVITY GROWE BROADER AND GCEEPER, THE BIZE OF ThE

MAEE OF THE POPULATION WHICH |6 THE CONBCIOUE MAKER OF KIETORY 16 BOUND TO INCREAGE,”

(Lenen, CW, Vou. 2, m. 5°4,)

LENIN EVEN SAYE, IN ANOTMER PLACES "THE MILLIONE~BTRONG MABBES~=AND POLITICS BE=
GIN WHERE MILLIONS OF MEN AND WOMEN ARE: WHERE THERE ARE NOT THCUBANDS, BUT MILL |ONE,
THAT 18 WHERE SERJOUB POLITICE BEGIN==THME MABEESB KNOW WHAT THE ARMY 18 LIKE, THEY
HAVE SEEN SOLDIERS RETURNING FROM THE FRONT, THEY KNOW=«THAT I8, IF YOU TAKE, NOT
INDIVIDUAL PERSBONB, BUT REAL MASEEE=~~THAT WE CANNOY FIGHMT, THMAT EVERY MAN AT THE
FRONT HAB ENDURED EVERYTHING IMAGINABLE, THME MABBES MAVE REALIZED THE TRUTH THAT
1F WE HAVE NO ARMY, AND A PREDATOR 168 LYINQ BEGIDE UB, WE BHALL HAVE TO E1&K A MOBT

HARBH, HUMILIATING PEACE THREATY." ("ExTrAoRDINARY SEVENTH Conorese or Twe R.C.P.(B.)",

March 1918, CW, VeL. 27, pr, 99-100.) LENIN wAS DEALING WITH A B1TUATION HERE
WHERE MANY BOLBHEVIK LEADERE WANTED TO CONTINUE WORLD WAR | AGAINST GERMANY RATHER
THAN ACCEPT A HUMILIATING, PREDATORY TREATY, THEY ARGUED ON THE SABIS OF SOME
PEOPLES' DEBIRE TO CONTINUE THE WAR THAT TWE MAGSES WANTED TO CONTINUE FIGNTING.
LENIN POINTE OUT HERE THAT THE REAL MABEEB ARE THE GREAT MAJORITY NOT THE RELATIVE
HANDFUL (EVEN 1F THIB "HANDFUL" GONSTITUTEE MANY THOUSANDS OF pEOPLE). WE BHOULD
BE CLEAR ON ONE POINT MERE, HOWEVER, LENIN 18 NOT ARGUING (AND NEITHER AM |) THAT
NOTHING MATTERB UNTIL WE CAN MOBILIZE MILLIONE OF PEOPLE, AT MUNI, FOR EXAMPLE,
EFFECTIVE ACTION REQUIRES THE MOBILIZATION OF DOZENB, OR MUNDREDS, OR AT wmosT 1800
DRIVERE, DEPENDING ON THE PARTICULAR ETRUGGLE, THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THE JEEBUE
TO THE ENEMY, ETc. (OF COURBE wmany ETRUGGLES, ESPECIALLY THE BIGGEBT ONES, ALBO
REQUIRE MOBILIZING SUPPORT BEYONC MunN| A8 wELL, SEE Amove,)

NumBers aRE NOT IMPORTANTT? LENIN HAD THIB TO 6AY ABOuT THE OcToBer REvoOLuUTiOM}
"IN THIS CIVIL WAR THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF THE POPULATION PROVED TO BE ON QUR
EIDE, AND THAT I8 %HY VICTORY WAB ACHIEVED WITH BUCK ExXTRAORDINARY EastE."” (ls10,,
. %) AND AGAIN, "THE WHOLE HIGBTOKRY OF WARS OF LIBERATION BHOWE THAT WHEN THESE
WARE INVOLVED LARCE MABBES LIBERATION camE quickLy.” (Isio., r. 106.) Tuese
SYATEMENTE ARE FROM JUST ONE OF LENIN'S SBPEECHES; THERE ARE UNTOLD NUMBERS OF
SIMILAR GQUOTES THROUGHISALL HIB WRITINGE==AND THIB 16 WITHOUT EVEN TURNING TO
MAO wWHOBE VIEWE ON THE MABS LINE SOME PEGPLE DO NOT WANT TO HEAR,

~-HISTORY 18 MADE BY THE MAGSEG, BUT MOBILIZING A LOT OF PEOPLE 16 NOT THAT
IMPORTANT AND CANNOT BE OONE ("AT LEAST AT THIS EARLY BTAGE™, A8 IT 18 USUALLY
QUALIFIEEL), THIB 16 INDEED A PUZZLE. FoOrR D, AND COMPANY HOWEVER {T PREGENTE NO
OIFFICULTIEE BINCE FOR THEM "THE MASSEG" DOESN'Y NECEBEBARILY MEAN A LARGE FROPOR=
TION OF THE PEOPLE~—IN FACT IT DOESN'T BEEM TO HAVE TO MEAN ANY PEOPLE AT ALL.
As THEY SEE 1T, OME OR TWO PEOPLE CAN "REPRESENTT THE MASSES,

LaeT FaLL FOR ExaMPLE, D, AND WIS FELLOW MINDED PRACTICIONERE OF THE "MAGS
LINE" CONBULTED WITH EACH OTHER (BUT NOT THE MABEES, OF COURBE) AND CAME UP WITH A
PROGRAM FOH COMBATTING A CITY BALLOT ME ABURE WHICH WOULD TA¥XE AWAY THE RIGHT OF
MUNI DRIVERE AND OTHER CITY WORKERE TO STRIKE, ONE OF THME JDEAS WAB TO HCOLD A
PREEE CONFERENCE OF MUNI DRIVERE TO DENOUNCE THE MEASURE, PRESUMABLY FOR THE PUR-
POBE OF QETTING BOME PUBLICITY IM THE BOURGEOIB MEDIA AND EHOWING THE DRIVERE THAT
"WE "=~UNLIKE (7) THE UNION HACKE~=WERE "DOING" BOMETHING ABOUT THE BALLOT ATTACK,
THE ORIVERS HOWEVER WERE NOT BEHIND THE IDEA AND NOT ONE DR{VER BHOWED UP FOR THE
CONFERENCE E£VEN THOUGH |T WAB WELD RIGHT AT A MUNI BARN, THOSE DR)VERE INEIDE,
INCLUDING A FEW WHO HAD FORMERLY BEEN ACTIVE WITH CONCERNED DRIVERS, REFUBED TO COME
OUT EVEN 10 ETAND AROUND BECAUBE THEY DID NOT WANT TO BE AEEOCIATED WITH THE THINE,
(EvEN THE commaDES 1N THE WORK, EXCEPT FOR MYBELF, WERE NOT THERE BECAUBE THEY WERE
WORKING AT THE TIME, ONE OTHER COMRADE WAS AROUND BUT DID NOT TAKE PART IN THE
PARESS CONFERENCE,) COMRADE G, AND A FEW OTHER COMRADES AND FRIENDE FROM OTHER

INDUSTRIES SHOWED uUP 1IN SUPPORT BUT | WABS THE ONLY DRIVER AT THI8 "PRESS CONFERENCE
OF RANK AND FilLE MUN{ DRIVERS.® Even THOUL M A COUPLE REPORTERS SHOWED uP WE DIDN'T
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END UP GETTING ANY EIGNIFICANT NEws COVERAGE (IF WE GOT ANY AT ALL). AND OF COURSE
WE COULD NOT HAVE (OR AT LEAST BHOULD NOT HAVE) EXPECTED TO CHANGE THE REEULTB OGF
THE ELECTION BY THIS BAME KIND OF BURGEOIB ELECTIONEERING THAT THE UNION HACKB UBE
ANYWAY, More TD THE FOINT, HOWEVER, WAE THE REACTION OF THE DRIVERES WHO WATCHED

THE "PREBS CONFERENCE" OUT THE winDOw, TALKING TO THEEBE QUYE LATER GHOWED THAT THEY

WERE TOTALLY TURNED OFF BY THE WHOLE THING. "You WERE THE ONLY GODDAMN DR{VER THERE}",

THEY BA1D. (| ASKED WHY THE MELL THEY HADN'T COME OUT AND JoOINED IN.) "WMAT coCD
B8iD IT oo?", THEY DEMANDED, | @AVE OUR OFFICIAL RATJIONALE AND ENDED ON THE THEME
"WE'RE TRYING TO DO BOMETH{NG ABOUT THIB ATTACK...COME JOIN UB...MELP UB DEVELOP
BETTLR 1DEAB.,," BUT A FEw PLEAE TO THE MABEES FROM THE "HEROESB™ BTANDING CUT THERE
ALONE ARE NOT GOING TO PROVE VERY EFfECTIVE,

86 WE HAD AN UNBUCCESBFUL PREEB CONFERENCE, 50 WHAT? 860.,..D.8G. INBISTEL AFTER=
WARDE THAT 1T wAS "CORRECT" AND "a succeEss." A euccess??? Do §T STOP THE BALLOT
MEASUREY No. Die IT EVEN AFFECT THE VOTE IN THE BLIGHTESBT? Neo, DID IT INEPIRE
THE MAGBSES TO ETRUGALE OR COME FORWARD IN ANY waY? Neo, It 01D ALIENATE U8 FURTHER
FROM THE WORKERS THAT EAW IT, AND NO DOUBT THOBE THEY TOLD ABOUT IT, IT BID ALIENATE
UB FROM THE ADVANCED WORKERS WHO REFUBED TO TAKE PART IN 1T, ONE OF WHOM LITMERALLY
WALKED AwAY FROM UB IN DIBGUST AT THE TIME, AM-=BUT IT WAB A BUCCESE, YOU BEE,
BECAUBE 1T EHOWED BOME DRIVERB THAT "WE ARE FIGHTING BACK."™ THE worDe "ron THEM"
SHOULD BE TACKED ONTO THE END OF TWAT PHRABE,

THI8 IDEA THAT A HANDFUL OR EVEN ONE INDIVIDUAL CAN "REPREBENT™ THE MABBES, IN
THE SENSE OF ENGAGING §N ACTIVITY ON THEIR BEHALF, I8 JUST A CAMOFLAGED VEREION OF
THE OLD "HAND FUL =0 F~HERQES ~HERE =T O0=8AVE~THE -MAESEB" IDEA. WHAT 18 NEEDED TO CHANGE
BOCIETY, OR EVEN YO WAGE ANY KIND OF EFFECTIVE STRUGGLE TOWARDE THAT END, 16 NOT
"REPREGENTATIVES" OF THE MAGBES BUT TWE ACTION OF THE MASEES THEMEELVEEB, AND THIS
16 TRUE RIGHT FRCM THE VERY BEGINNING OF OUR ACTIVITY AMONG THE MAGBES,

ONLY WHEN WE BEGIN 7O MOBILIZE A FEW PFOPLE WILL WE THEN BE ABLE TO MOBILIZE BROAD
NUMBERE., BuT EVEN THE FEw CANNGT BE mMOBILIZED (AT LEAET FOR VERY LONG) UNLEBE THE
MASE LINE 18 UEBEC—-~THAT 18, UNLEBE WE BASE OURBELVEE ON THE IDEAB OF THE MAEEES,

By 16NORING THIB EVEN THE INDIVIDUALE WHO COME FORWARD GRADUALLY BECOME M6 ILLUS}ONED
AND DROP BACK, MAKINE 1T HARDER THAN EVER EVEN TO GET THE PROCESE BTARTED AGALN,

' WOULD LIKE NOW TO ATTEMPT TO BUMMARIZE THE ERRONEOUS CONCEPTION OF THE MASES
LIMNE AS CHAMFIONED BY D. AND COMPANY, THEY HAVE NO NOTION OF THE PLACE 6F THE
THEORY OF THE MASS LINE METHOC OF LEADERSHIP IN THE BODY OF ICEOLOGY OF ML, MTT,
OF IT6 DEVELOPMENT ANG MIBTORY, CF 1T8 PRACTICE AND APPLICATION., TO THEM THE MAES
LINE &IMPLY MEANS ATTEMPTING TO INCULCATE THE MABSEE WITH ADVANCED (COMMUNIGT)
IDEAS WHILE THEY ARE IN GTRUGGLE. CHECKING TO BEE |IF THE MABEEB HAVE QRASBPED THESE
ICEAB, AND WHEN THEY HAVE, ADVANCING THE BTRUGGLE TO A HIGHER LEVEL BABED ON THEGBE
ADVANCED JUEAB, AND B0 ON IN AN ENDLESE SPIRAL, THEY REJECT COMPLETELY THE VIEW
THAT CORRECT |DEAE ORIGINATE WITH THE MAEBES, OR THAT WE HAVE ANYTHING REALLY TO
LEARN FROM THE MAEBES (EXCEPT THE EXTENT TO WHMICH THE MAEBES HAVE LEARNED FROM ve).
THEY REVECT THE PHRABE “FROM THE MAGBES, TO THE MAEGGEE" A8 BEING IN ANY WAY CENTRAL
TO YHE MABS LINE, |IN THEIR VIEW THE MABE LINE REALLY AMOUNTE TO THE SAME THING AE
"00ING STRICTLY MARXIST WORK®, BUT BINCE THEY DO NOT RELY ON THE MABEES AND THUS
CONTINUALLY BECOME ALIENATED FROM THE MAGSGES, THERE 18 A CONOTANT TENDENCY==iN
EPITE OF THEMSELVEE~~TO TONE DOWN THEIR "STRICTLY MARXIST" WORK, TO REALLY 0O VERY
LITTLE OF 1T, AND N FACT TO END UP GIVING IT LITTLE MORE THAN LIP=BERVICE, TMOUGH
THEY DO NOT THEMBELVEE BEE THAT THIB 18 WHAT THEY HAVE DONE, THEY HAVE DISTORTED
THE MARXIBT THEORY OF HOW PEOPLE LEARN THINGE, TURNING IT §M FACT INTO A QUEBTION
CF COMMUNISTE PREACHING TO THEM, BUT COVERING THIS UP BY LCOUCLY INEIETING THAT
THIS BE DONE WHILE PEOPLE ARE IN BETRUGGLE, THEY WAVE BMOWN THAT THEY DO NOT REALLY
BELIEVE THAT THE MABEES ARE THE MAKERS OF MIBTORY; FINGTEAD BELIEVING THAT A BMALL
QROUP CAN BUCCEBBFULLY ADVANCE THE STRUGGLE WITHOUT THE MAEGES, OR CAN "REPREGENT
THE MAEGEE IN BTRUGGLE, THEY Do NOT BELIEVE 'THE MAGEES' NECESEBARILY CONETITUTEZ A
LARGE FRACTION OF THE PEOPLE AT A GIVEN PLACE OR THAT IT 16 REALLY NECESEARY TG
INVOLVE LARGE NUMBERE OF PEOPLE |N BTRUGGLE .
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THIS THEORY HAB LED TO COMMANDISM, AND IN DIFFERNT WAYE TG BOTH DOGMAT IEM AND

REVIE1ONIBM (1IN THE FORME OF ECONOMIBM AND EMPIRICIBM). |T WAB ALIENATED US FROM
THE MABGES AND, BECAUSE OF THIB, FROM THE ADVANCED AND ACT{VE WORKERE WHO MAVE
COME FORWARD ONLY TC DROP BACK OEMORALIZED AND DISGUETED. THE WORK AMONG THE ULRIVERE
HAE BEEN POORLY OOKE ARE IN GENERAL HAE PRODUCED DIBAETROUS REBUL.TB, OUR 2BILITY

~ TO MOBILIZE THE MABEES OF DRIVERS AND PROVIDE LEADEREMIP TO THE BTRUGGLE HAE GONE
DOWN DRAETICALLY (DEGPIXE THE INCREABE IN CADRE IN THE WORK), SMICH HAS LEED EVEN ,
TO OUR GIVING UP THE ATTEMPT AT LEABCEREHIP [N MANY CABES (THE JRUNB, NUMEROUB O -
CABEE OF DRIVERS BEING HARAGBSED, ETC.) THE ACTIONE WHICH WE UNDERTAKE ARE ALMOET
ALWAYE THE TOKEN EFFORTS OF A HANDFUL, AND~-NEEDLESE TO EAY~—UNEUGCESSFUL., THESE
RESULTE AKE FOR YHE MOBT PART DENIED AND EXCUBEB AND "THEORIES" ARE COOKED UP TO
EXPLAIN THEM AwAY, NOTHING 18 COUNTED A6 FAILURE, AND WHAT I8 REALLY FAILURE I8
BILLED A6 8UCCESS, WHEN EVEN 8OME COMRADES HAVE EXPRESBSBED DOUBTE ABGUT THIE CON=
TROLLING LINE (WHICH IN MY VIEW HAB NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THE LINE OF TME ParTy),
AND HAVE BECOME BOMEWHAT DEMORALIZED AND CYNICAL THEM&ELV‘S. THEY HAVE BEEN POUNCED
ON AS THE REABON THINGS ARE NOT GOING WELL, TMEORETICAL DEBATE IN OPPOBITION TO
THI8 ERRONEOUS LINE 18 ACCUSED GF CORRUPTING COMRADES AND DIBRUPTING THE WORK.,

OF COURBE THERE HAVE BEEN BOME (GBUES WHICH HAVE BEEN HANDLED BETTER THAN OTHERS,
WHERE OUR LEADERBHIP ACCIDENTALLY APPROXIMATED THE RESULTE OF CONSCJOUBLY UB ING
THE MABS LINE, TWE BiLLy Ray BMITH CASE 18 A CURRENT BRIGHT BPOT fN OUR WORK, FOR
EXAMPLE, WITN TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL FOR MOBILIZING THE MAEEEE AND BEGINNING TO CMANGE
OUR OBJECTIVE CONDITIONE AT MUNI IN A FAVORABLE DIRECTION==~IF THE RIGHT METHODE OF
LEADERSHIP ARE USED, BUT THE OVERALL PICTURE THIB LABT YEAR OR TWG 18 NOT VERY
PRETTY., ToO MY MIND IT 1B LONG PABT TIME WHEN THIE ERRONEOUE LINE, CENTERED ON A
BABTARDIZED MIBCONCEPTION OF THE MASE LINE METHOD OF LEADEREHIP, WAE ExpOSED,
CRITICIZED AND BTRUCK DOWN ONCE AND FOR ALL,

IV. B8OME LOOSE ENDS,

ALTHOUGH THIB PAPER HAS RAMBLED ON TO WHAT 18 ALREADY AN EMEBARABE ING LE NGTH,
THERE ARE A FEW TOPICB WHICH HAVE BEEN PAEBED OVER LIGHTLY (N THE MATER|AL ABOVE ,
OR HAVE HNOT BMEEN ARAIGED AT ALL, WHICH REALLY DO DEBERVE ESCOME BRIEF DIBCUSBION,

A. ADVANCED ACTIONS, THE PARTY PAMPHLET ON THE Mags LINE saves MALL THAT Has
BEEN EAID, EMPHABIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF UNITING WITH AND CONSTANTLY WINNING OVER
AND LEEPENING TIEH WITH EVER BROADER NUMBERE IN STRUGGLE, DOEB NOT MEAN TMAT THE
ADVANCED FORCES, LED By THE PARTY, BHOULD NOT TAKE ADVANCED ACTIONE, ON THE CON=
TRARY, COMMUMIETE AND ADVANCED WORKERE MUET PLAY A VANGUARD ROLE IN THE PRACTICAL
AE WELL AS THE THEORETICAL BPHERE," (p, B) BTATEMENTE SUCH AE THIB HAVE BEEN
MIGINTERPRETED Y D, AND COMPANY AB JUBTIFYING THE P A=FEW0F-USB=CAN=REPRESENT~

| THE-MASEES® THEORY DIBCUSBED ABCVE, HOWEVER IF YOU READ THE REST OF THIB TVO PARA=

| @RAPH SECTICN OF THE PAMPHLET voOU WILL FIND THAT THIB 68 NGT AY ALL WHAT 18 MEANT
HERE § S————

"IN OTHER WORDS, WHEN |T CCRRESBPONDE TO THE NEEDS AND DESIRESB [_uor: THAT THE
PAMPHLET 65AY6 "AND DEEIRES", THE BUBJEGTIVE AS WELL A8 THE oeazcrtvq;T OF THE
MAEEES, THE ADVANCED FORCES MUST EE BOLD IN TAK NG ACTION, ACTION THAT WILL ARING
THE KEEY OF THE MASEEG JNTO MOTION THEMSELVES [_nor: THIS8 w:LLLJf, ANO MUST NOT
WAIT UNTIL ABEOLUTELY EVERYONE 16 WILLING TO "8TART THings!, AGAIN, A PRINCIPLE
SUMMED UP 3y Mao TEETUNG 18 VERY IMPORTANT MERE: 'COMMUNIETE SHOULD CREATE FAVOR=
ABLE NEW SITUSTIONS THROUGH BTRUGGLE ',

”THIS, 0F COUREE, DOC8 NOT MEAN THAT A HANDFUL OF COMMUNIBTE AND ADVANCED
FORCEB BHOULD TRY TQ TAKE ON THE ENEMY ALL BY THEMEBELVES OR YO ACT AG"INDIVIDUAL
HEROES" SUBBTITUTING THEIR OWN ACTJCNS FOR THE S8TRUGGLE OF THE MABGES l;hICH ie
WHAT HAE IN FACT OCCURRED AT MuUNI BY AND LARGE_]; OR INITIATING ETRUGGLE THAT THE
MABBES DO NOT YET BEE THE NEED 70 TAKE uP, But sIMPLY BECausE AN ACTION OF THE

ADVANCED FORCES MAY CREAMTE CONTROVERSY AND S8TRUGGLE ABOUT WHETHER iT'8 RIGHT OR
WRONG, SHOULD BE EUPPORTE D OR OPPOSEL~~TH|S DOES NOT N ITEELF MAKE THE AGTJON
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INCORRECT, IN FACT, IN MANY CABES JUST SUCH CONTROVERBY AND BTRUGGLE |6 WHAT I8
NEEDED AND I8 A VERY GOOC THEING, NOT A £AD THING, "

THIE CERTAINLY BEEMS CLFAR ENOUGH., |T 18 BAYING THAT IN THEBE ADVANCED ACT|CONE
JOO THE MASE LINE MUST BE APPLIED, THAT THEY MUET BE BABED ON THE UNDERETANDING ANOD
DEBIHEE OF THE MASEEB, AND MOBT IMPORTANT OF ALL THE PURPOEE OF THEGE ADVANCED
ACTIONE I8 TO BRING THE MABBEE INTO MOTION, BINCE ONLY THEN CAN VICTORY BE ACMIEVED,
EVEN IF YOU GIVE LIP-SERVICE AGREEMENT TO THIS VIEW, IF OVER A LONG PER]OC YOUR
PADVANCED ACTIONG™ DO NOT BUCCEED IN BRINGING THE MABBES INTO MOTION, THEN THEY ARE
EHOWN NOT TO BE “ADVANCED ACTIONE"™ AFTERALL, BUT MERELY THE MEANINGLESS ACTIVITY
OF A HANDFUL OF WOULD=BE SAVIORE OF THE MASSESB, COMRADES, WE MUST DRAW A CLEAR
DIBTINCTION BETWEEN ADVANCED ACTIONS FOR THE PRUPOSE OF MOBILIZING THE MAEEES, AND
FUTILE HERDIC ACTIONS OF THE ISOLATED FEW WHICH ONLY TURN OFF THE MABBES AND BREED

DEMORALIZATION AND CYNICIBM,

B, THE IDEAS OF THE MABSES VS, THEIR EXPERIENCES AND OBJECTIVE SITUATION, | mEN=
TIONED ABOVE THAT MY VIEW OF THE MASE LINE WAS CRITICIZED BY THE OTHER B{DE FOR
UNDULY EMPHAEBIZING THE JDEAB OF THE MAGSES AND NOT THE|R EXPERIENCES AND OBJECT | VE
EITUATION, THEY TAKE THIB BTAND BECAUEE THECY OPPOSED BABING OUR ACTIONS ON THE
IDEAE OF THE MASEES AND THEREFORE NEED ANOTHER FOUNDATION ON WHICH TO BASE OUR AC=
TIVITIEE, BOMETHING WHICH CCMMUNIGTE CETERMINE AND NOT THE MAEBGES THEMBELVES,

IN THE DIBCUSEBION GF MY EARLIER PAPER | AGREED THAT (T 16 MORE CORRECT TO SAY
THAY "THE ESSBENTIAL CORE OF THE MAGE LINE |8 THE SUMMATION ANG CONCENTRATION OF THE
IDEAS AND EXPERIENCES OF THE MASEES INTO A LIKE WMICH i8 MOBT FULLY CAPABLE OF
MOBILIZING THE MAGEES AQAINST THE IR ENEMY." | HAVE UNDERLINED THE TwWO WORDB ADDED
TO MY ORIGINAL FORMULATION NOT TO BHOW THEIR EXCEPTIONAL EMPORTANCE, MOWEVER, BUT
MERELY TO NCYE THE CHANGE, | BO NOT BELIEVE THAT THI8 CHANGES YME THRUST OF THE
BTATEMENT, NOR DID IT MAKE THE BYATEMENT ACCEPTABLE To D, [N FACT, OEBPITE THE
CORRECTMEEE OF THIB ADDITION THE MAGN THING WERE |6 INDEED THE IDEAB OF THE MABEES!
THE EXPERIENCES OF THE MABGES WHICH MAVE NOT BEEN CONSCIOUELY BUMMED UP, OR AT
LEABT WHICH CANNOT BE ADEQUATELY SUMMED UP FOR THE MAEEES DURIMG THE COURBE OF a
BTRUGGLE , HAVE NO RELE VANCE TO THE MABE LINE, (My OPPONENTSE IN THIS DEBATE MAY WANT
TO BEIZE UPON THIE LABT BENTENCE TO 6HOW MY "IDEALIEM", |F YOU WANT TO COMRAODES,

G0 AHEAD=~IN FACT | BARE vou T0!) THE PARTY PAMPHLET CORRECTLY BRINGE OUT THE AEw
LATIONEHIP OF THE EXPERIENCES OF THE MASSES TO THEIR IDEAS AMD THE RELEVANCE OF SOTM
TO THE MABS LIKES "TME EXPERIENCE OF THE MASSES, ESPECIALLY THE MASS OF WORKERE ,

16 THE RAW MATER{AL FOR CORRECT LINES AND POLICIES., BUT IT 18 NOT THE FINIBHED
PRODUCT, THE CCRRECT LINE 1TBELF, To DEVELOF THIS CCRRECT LINE REQUIRES THE APPL |-
CATION OF MaRXIBM-LENINISM TE 'PROCESE' THE IDEAE GAINED BY THE MAGEEB THROUGH

THE IR EXPERIENCE, IT 18 THIB THAT THE PARTY MUBT RETURN TO THE MAEBES AND PERGE VERE
IN PROPAGATING ANC CARRYING OUT." (P, &) AND IN THE NEXT PARAGRAPH THE PAMPHLET
ETATES THAT THE PARTY wmuUST 'PROCESS! "THE IDEAS OF THE MABBES ANC RAISE THEIR EXe
PERIENCE TO RATIONAL KNOWLEDGE"™ (AND THEN GOES ON TO STATE THAT THE PARTY MUST ALSO
ARM THE MABBES WITH THE 8CIENCE 0Ot REVOLUTION=-—IN OTKER WORDS THE MAES LINE 18 NOT

A BUEBTITUTE FOR "BTRICILY MARXISBT WORK™, BUT NEITHER {6 1T THE BAME THING AS
BTRICTLY MARXIBT WORK,) IN HIEG WRITINCE 8N THE MAS8 LINE Mao FREGQUENTLY BPEAKS
EXCLUBIVELY IN TERME OF THE IDEAE OF THE MASSEB==MOT BECAUEGE WE DOEEN'T "uNoERSTanD"
THAT PEOPLES' EXPERIENCE I8 IMPORTANT, BUT BECAUEF KE RECOGN{ZES THAT EXPER |EHCE
MUST FIKET &#E RAIGED TO THE LEVEL OF CGNSC(OUS, RAT I ONAL KNOWLEDGE BE FORE §T 18 OF
ANY UEBE,

C. THE "BAGIS" OF THE MASS LIMNC. |IN DISCUBSION OF mY EARLIER PAFER, Comravt G,
POINTED Y0 A "DIEBCREPANCY" BETWEEN WHAT | BAID WAB "THE 9AE1E" FOR THE MASE LINE ANC
WHAT THE C,C.,REPORT 5avE 1 "THE BABIB." | WROTE THAT "THE MAES LINE 18 BASED UPGN
FAITH IN THE MASEES, ON RELIANCE ARG TRUST IN THE MABLES AND THEIR 10EAG." O,
THINKE THAT THIB_caAN'T BE GORRECT sEcause THE C,C,REPBBT SummaTiON SAve; "IT

L THE MASS LIN[_7 I8 THE METHOD TO UBE IN REBOLVING THE CONTRADICTICN BETWEEN THE
INEVITABILITY CGF REVOLUTION AND THE FAGT THAT TODAY THE BROAD MAESES ARE NOT CON=
VINCED OF THE NECEBEITY OF REVOLUTION, [T 18 BABED ON THE FACT THAYT INDEPENDENT OF
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ANYONE's WIBHEE, CAPITALISM INEVITABLY PRODUCES EXPLOITATION, OPFRESBION, CRISIE,

AND wAR," TME "BUPERIOR BRANO™ OF LORICAL CRITICIBM WHICH EEEE THEBE TWO STATEMERTE
AS OPPCSEL T0 EACH OTHER WAB LEVELED AT ME ON THE BAME OCCABION WHEN MY VIEW OF THME
MABE LINE WAB BAID BY G, TO BE "FILLED WITH CONTRADICTIONS™, aND BY O, TO BE "BOURGE=
018 LOGIC," AND 80 OUR MAGTER LOG|CIANE HAVE DETERMINED THAT BINCE THE MAGE L {NE

15 BASED ON "A", IT CANNOT BE BABED oN "B"., | am AFRAID, COMRADEE, TWAT suck "Logic”
18 NOT EVEN cocC "BOURGEOIG" FORMAL LOGIC, LET ALONE GOOC DIALECTICAL LOGIC, LANGUAGE
18 A VERY RICH THING] THAT (6 TO BAY, IT IS APPROPRIATELY AMEIGUOUB=~OTHERW |BE WE
COULD NOT COMMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER, THE pHRABE 'is BABED ON' KAB MANY DIFFERENT
MEANINGE IN ODIFFERENT CONTEXTE., MOREOVER, EVEN IF UEED IN THE 6AME SENSE, "X g8 . »
BAGED ON Y'" AND "X 18 BABED ON ZM DO NOT NECEBSARILY GONTRACICT EACH OTHER, MAYBE

X 18 BABED oN Y AND Z1

A8 A MATTER CF FACT BOTH MY ETATEMENT AND THAT OF THE C.C. BUMMATION QUOTED
ABOVE ARE CORRECT, |7 18 ALBOD CORRECT TO GAY THATS '
1; THE MABE LINE 168 BABED ON THE PRINCIPLES OF MISTORICAL MATERIAL 16M,
2 THE MABSES LIMNE B BABED OUN THE FACY THAT THE MABBEB ARE THE MAKERE OF HIBTEGRY,
(THIB AND THE NEXT EXAMPLE ARE CBV{OUBLY EPECIFIC CABEE OF EXAMPLE NO, 1,)

3) THE MABE LINE 16 BAGED ON THE EXIGTENCE OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE . (You wiLL
FIND THIB EXAMPLE, SOMEWHAT ELABORATED, ON #, 1 OF THE PARTY PAMPHLET ON THE Mags
Line,)

4) TuE mAse LINE 18 BABED ON THE EXIETENCE OF A CENTER OF REVOLUTIONARY LEADER =
sir (1.8,, THE PARTY),

WE COULD LIBT MORE, BUT 1T BMOULD BF OBVIOUE THAT THEBE ETATEMENTE 0O NOT CONTRA~
DICT EACH OTHER, lN MOBT OF THE ABOVE EXAMPLES 'IB BABED ON' HAB A MEANING EIMILAR
To 'pREGUPPOSES!, AND IT 16 QUITE POSBIBLE THAT A THEORY SHOULD PREBUPPOBE MORE THAN
ONE THING, THE BTATEMENT FROM MY EARLIER PAPER, HOWEVER, HAE A MEANING CLOSER TO
"THE BTARTING PLACE FOR THE MAGE LINE 18 FAITH IN THE MABBER AND THE (R IDE2E "
HOPEFULLY 1T WILL NOT BE NECESBARY TO EXPLORE THIB PGREAT ANTINOMY" ANY FURTHER, [T
18 IMPORTANT TC RECOGNIZE HOWEVER HOW THIB DEBATE OVvER "Looic™ arRogE; Tuar D, & G,
PO OFPOBE THE VIEW THAT THE MAGS LIME 1B BASED ON FAITH th THE MABSES AND THE IR
1DE2E, THAT THIE INDEED 18 THE CRUX OF THE {R ERROR,

D. WHAT CONTRADICTION DOES THE MASS LINE RESOLVE? WMILE WE ARE ON THE BUBJECT OF
CONTRAGICTION AND ALTERNATE COHRECT 1ORMULATIONS OF STATEMENTE, LET US MENTJON
EOME DIFFERENT CONTRADICTIONE WHICH UBING THE MASS LINE CAN BE CORREGTLY BAID T
RESOL VE

1) "BETWEEN THE INEVITABILITY OF REVOLUTION AND THE FACT THAT TODAY THE BROAD
MASSES ARE NOT CONVINCED OF THE NECESBITY FOR REVOLUTION," (THE FORMULATION FROM
THE C.C.REPORT QUOTED ABOVE, BEE ALSO P, 7 OF THE PARTY PAMPHLET ON THE MAgSs Line.)

2) BETWEEN THE OBJECTIVE NECEBEITY OF REVOLUTION, AND THE PREBENT NON=REVOLU=
TIONARY CCRECIQUENESE OF THE MAGEEE WHC ARE THE ONLY FORCE CAPAELE OF MAKING RE VQw
LUTION,

3) BETWEEN THE LEADERSHIF AND THE LED.

L) BevTweEn THE PARTY AND YHE MABEES.

5) BETWEEN THE GREAT CREAT|VENEES AND CRIGINALITY CF THE MABBEB, AND THME BCATTLRED
AND UNSYBTEMATIC NATURE OF THEIR |DEAG,

AGAIN. iIT IE POBSIBLE TO COME UP WITH OTHER VARIATIONS, EACKH CORRECT OR ExPREEGING
A CCRRECT ABPECT OF THE WHOLE PICTURE, HoPEFULLY IT WiLt NOT BE NECESSARY T0 CEEATE
ABOUT WHETHER THEBE BTATEMENTE ARE "erpOo8EC” TO EAcCH OTHER OR NOT,

E. IS PRACTICE ALWAYS PRIMARY OVER THEORY? Ae MARXISTS WE RECOGNIZE THAT IN AN
OVERALL SENBE PRACTICE 168 PRIMARY OVER THEORY, HOWEVER AT TimMESB THMEORY BECOMES
PRIMARY COVER PRACTICE. BUCH A TIME FOR EXAMPLE WAG THE PERIOD IN WHICH THE PARTY
WAE FOUNDED N 1075, SINCE THAT TIME, OF COURSE, THE PRIMACY OF PRACTICE OVER
THEORY HAE OGBTAINED FOH THE PARTY AB A WHOLE, AND THIS WILL PROBABLY REMA(N TRUE
FOR BOME TIME (THOUGH WE CANNOT BE GOMPLETELY BURE OF WHAT THME FUTURE MAY HOLD IN
THIE REGARD). NEVERTHELESS, WITHIN THE WORK OF CERTAIN BOCIES OF THE PARTY, A PAR~
TICULAR Locat PARTY BRANCH LET UB BaY, ANC WITHM THE WORK OF INDIVIDUAL COMRADES,
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THERE ARE TIMEB~~EVEN [N THE PRESENT PER|OD=wWHEN THME USUAL STATE OF AFFAIRE RE-
VEREES ITBELF ANU THEOHY BECOMEE FRIMARY OVER PRACTICE, EAY FOR EXAMPLE THAT A
COMRADE OR GKOUF OF COMRADEE 18 Q)VEN RESPONBIBILITY FOR FULFILULENG A TABK WHICH
THEY HAVE LITTLE UNDERGSTANDIMG HOW TO GO ASOUT D0ING, N THEIR CABE THEQRY MOMEN-
TARILY BEGCOME 3 PRIMARY . W ITH BTUDY AND tHVEETIQATION COMING TO THE CENTERE OF THE
BTAGE, 8IMILARLY THERE MUGT BE FPERIODS OF BUMMATION WHEN PRACTICE 1& RAIBED TO
THE LEVEL OF THEORY, OR WEIGHED AGAINSBT EX{&7TING THEOKRY, EVERY COMRADE Ane FaRTY
BOOY OUGHT TOo BE AELE TO UBE THEIR HEADS TO DETERMINE ON THEIR OWN WHICH AGPECT

OF THIE DIALECTICAL UNITY {8 PRIMARY AT A GIVEN TIME ANC SHOULD NOT HAVE TO VAT
FOR OIRECYIONES HOM ABOVE ON THIGE BCORE,

FOR YEARE NOW WE HAVE BEEN ENGAGING IN PRACTICE AT MUNI, €0ING THROUGH MANY
CIFIEKENT BTRUGGLES AND EXPERIENCES, IN THE COURSE OF ALL THIS PRACTICE DIBRUTES
AND DIFIERENCES HWAVE ARIEBEN AMONG UE, BOME CF VHICH HAVE PEEN RESOLVED AND MANY COF
WHICH HAVEN'T. MORE ANG MORE ON THE BABIB OF OUR PRACTICE (AND ALBO OUR 8TUDY, TO
A DEGREE) WE HAVE DEVELOPED TwO O FFERENT POLITICAL LINES ABCUT MOW THE WORK SHOULD
BE EUMMED UP AND ABOUT HOW THE WORK SHOULD BE DONE FROM NOWw ON, |F EJTMER OF THESE
TWO CIFFEKENT LINES WERE OPENLY ANC CONSCIOUSLY OPPOSED TO THE LIMNE OF THE PARTY 1Y
WOULD BE CORRECT BIMPLY TO DEMAND THAT THE CHAMPIONS GF TMAT LINE ADHERE TO DEMO«
CRATIC CENTHRALIBM, RESERVE THEIR OWN OPINION UNTIL THE APPROPRIATE TIME FOR SUCH
QUEBTIONS TO BE RAIBED AGAIN (PREBUMABLY IN THE PERIOD BEFORE THE NEXT PARTY CONe
eREss) AND GET ON WITH THE WORK IN ACCORDANCE wiTW THE PARTY LINE TO THE REEY OF
THEIR ABILITY,

BUT 60TH SIDES IN THIE DIGPUTE AMONG COMRADES AT MUuNI CLAIM TO UPHOLD THE COR=
RECT LINE OF THE PARTY AGAINET THE OPPORTUNIETIC DIBTORT{ONE OF THE IR OPPONENTS,
FURTHERMORE THE WORK HAS BEEN HAMFERED BY THE DIBUNITY AMONG UB, TO AN EVER GROWING
DEGREE. A8 THE OTHER 61DE (D.) HAE EXPRESSED 1T (FROM THE IR B1AGED VIEWPCINT),
"IT's TRUE WE ARE NOT OPERATING A& A UNIT{ WHAT WE DECIDE 18 NOT IMPLIMENTED, "

ONE COMRADE 18 60 UPSET AND DIBGUBTED BY THE WAY THINGE HAVE BEEN GOING THAT | AM
AFRAID HE MIGHT THINK OF RESIGNING FROM THE PARTY, OTHMERE OF US ARE GUITE ANGRY

AT EACH OTHER AND EVEN FIND 1T CIFFICULT TO WORK COLLECTIVELY., |IN THIE SITUATION
IT BEEMEB CLEAR TO ME THAT A BTRUGGLE OVER FOLITICAL LINE HAG BECOME THE MAIN TABK
OF THIE BRANCH (FOR A TEMPORARY PERIOD)§ THAT THEORY HAB PRIMACY OVER PRACTICE FOR
UB AT THE PRESENT MOMENT, |F WE CAN ETRUGGLE THIE OUT AND ACMIEVE UNITY ARQUND TME
LINE 0F THE PARTY«<CORREGTLY UNDEREBTOCD=~WE WILL BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLIGH MUCH MORE [N
OUR WORK THAN |F wE JUET KEEP GOING O LIKE WE HAVE SBEEN,

HOWEVER, THE OTHER & |DE HOLDE THE VIEW THAT wE EHCOULD JURT KEEP PLUGGEING AWAY
AND TRY T0 BTRUGGLE THIB OUT ON THE EIDE~-ECMETHING WE HAVE BEEN FUTILELY TRYING 70
0O FOR WELL OVER i YEAR, "THE PRIMARY THING 16 T® GET THE WORK cotne,” satn O,
(6=1-77), AND THEN HE CORRECTED HIMSELF TO EAY "1T 18 aocine." Yes, IT 18 "aoIng”,
BUT THE QUEBTION 15 WHERE 18 IT GoinG?l D, HAB LONG LOVED 70 FLING THE CHARGE OF
"PRAGMAT IEM” ABOUT. BUY HIB OwN FOSITION ON THIB PARTICULAR IBBUE CAN BE CHARAC
TERIZED IM MO OTHER WAY,

THIB I1S6UE WAE RAIBED AGAIN AT OUR LABT MEETING (6=11-77) ®y Commraoce 8., awnp
CoMrADE D, DECLARED THAT THE ORDERS OF THE LOCAL LEADERBHMIP ARE THAT PRACTICE 18 T¢
REMAIN PRIMARY WITH Ug ' CIGAGREE wITH THE CORRECTNESS OF THI8, BUT BINCE T (8
AN ORDER | wILL TRY 10 60 ALONG WITH T, IN THE PERIOD BINCE | MAVE BEEN SICK AKD
HAVE BEEN O/ F WORK MY OWN PRACTICE HAS BEEN HEGLIGIBLE, Tre EFFORTE | MaAvVE MUSTERED
HAVE MOBTLY BEEN IN THE DIRECTION OF GTUDY, ATTEMPTING TO IMPROVE My FEEELE KNOWLEDGE
OF POLITICAL ECONOMY AND OTHER AREAE OF MARXIST THEORY., FOR BEVERAL WEEKE | WAVE
BEEN TRYING TO BTUDY THE MABS LINE, AND THEGE MONSTROUE NOTES ARE THE RESULTE OF
THIE EFFORT, (] APOLOGIZE FOR NOT CONDENSING THESE NOTEE INTC A MORE CONCIBE AND
ELEGANTLY WRITTEN PAPER,) |F | HAD NOT MAD THIE ENFORCED ForrorTUNITY® (cCAvEED
BY MY MEALTH) YO WRITE MY PREVIOUS PAPER AND NOW THIS ONE, | DOUBT IF THIE STRUGGLE
WOULD BE COMING 70 A MEAD FINALLY, WE WOULD NO DOUBT BE CONTINUINE N THE SAME
PRAGMATIC MANKRER A8 WE HAVE BEIM FOR THE PABT YEAR OR THWOw=THAT IBJWAGING QUR PRGw
LONGED "THEORET{CAL™ DEBATE ON THE SIDE, BUT NEVER IN A THOROUGH ENOUGH AND EHARP
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ENOUGH MANNER TO GET TO THE ESBENTIAL DIFIERENCES AND REBOLVE THE BSTRUGCLE GRE wWAY
OR THE GTHER, THIB CONFIRME MY BELIEF THAT THE rncscnwklgj?TER RIPE FOR BER}UUE
8TRUGGLE WITHIN QUR RANKS, A BTRUGGLE WHICH |6 NECESEARY {f THERE {6 GOING TO EE
ANY QUALITATIVE CHANGE &N OUR WORK AT Muwi.

Butr THe OTHER COMRADES N THE PRANCH DO NOT HAVE THIE EAME ENFOKRCED OPPORTUNITY
Ag | PRESENTLY DO T0 8TUDY AND THINK ABOUT THEBE IBSUEE, IT 18 FOR THEIR BENEFIT,
AND IN ORDER FOR THEM TO MAKE A QREATER CONTRIBUTION 7O THE DEBATE, THAT THIBE THEOw
RETICAL STRUGGLE BHOULD BE ENGAGED IN FAK MORE BERJOUBLY AND INTENTLY THAN HAE BO
FAR BEEN THE CAGE, ] UNDERGETAND THAT BOMEONME IN LOCAL LEADERSMIP I8 WRITING 2 REw
EPONSE TC MY EARLIER PAPER,Y THI® 18 FINE, BUT BHOULON'T THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN
INVOLVED [N THE WOk PLAY A GREATER ROLE IN THE THECKETICAL BTRUGGLE CONCENNING THaT
woRk T

weFINIG ==
(6«14-77)
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FOOTNOTES

1. THE Two MAIN WEAKNEEBES M OUR OVERALL WORK AT MUNI HAVE BEEN ECONOMIEM AND TKE
FAILURE TO APPLY THE MASE LINE. ECONOMIEM WAB FOR A LONG TIME THE PRIMARY WEAKNEES ,
AND 1T {8 ETILL A MAJOR FROBLEM, BUT THE FAILURE YO GRAEP AND APPLY THE MAEE LINE
18 Noew THE pPRIMARY WEAKNEES, THE PRINCIPAL CONTRADICTION HOLDING BACK GUR VORK,

2, Mao noTEs N "A TaLk To THE EotToriaL STarF OF THE SHans(-8Sulyuan DasLy” iwn

1948 (g, Vou. 4, p. 241) THaT THE ComMUNIET PARTY OF CHINA HAD BEEN GARRYING ON
MAEE WORK FOR OVER TWENTY YEARG AND HAD BEEN TALKING ABOUT THE MASS LINE FOR ®THE
PAET COZEN YEARE"™, THIB WOULD PLACE THE INCEPTION OF THE GCONEGIOUS THECRY OF THE
MASE LINE AT aroOunp 183€; IN OTHER WORDE RIGHT AT THWE BEGINNING OF THE YENAN PERIOD,
THE FIRET 1ULL WRITIEN BETATEMENT OF THE THEORY OF THE MABE LINE THAT WE HAVE APPEARE
in "SomE QuEsTions Concerning METHODS of Leapersuip” (Jume 1, 1943, SW, VYou. 3, pr.
117-122), ALTHOUGH THE PHRABE 'MABE LINE' ITBELF 16 NOY MENTIONED TMERE, ANOTHER
BTATEMENT OF THE THLOKY OF THE MABE LINE 2pPEARS IN "GET Oreanizec!®™ (Nov. 29, 1943,
SW, VoL, 3, fer. p, 158). IN LATER YEARE THERE WERE A GREAT MANY ELABOSATIONE OF
VARIOUE POIRTE OF THE THEOKY, HIGHT LP TO THE ENC oOF Mao'e LIFE, AND BEFORE THEGE
cLasEic 1043 PREGENTATIONS ABFECTS OF THE THEORY OF THE MASE LINE WILL BE FOUND (N
Mao's EARLIER wrRiTineE, (BEE EBPECIALLY "TALKS AT THE YENAN FoRuM...", 8w, Vou, 3,
EsPECIALLY PP, 87 & 88,) EveEn Mao's 1919 macazine ARTICLE "TME GREAT UNION OF ThE
PopuLar Magstes”, WRITTEN SEFORE WHE WAS » MARXEBT, GCONTAINE ECME POINTE CF THE MAGE
LINE, AND EBPECIALLY A GREAT APPRECIATION OF THE NECEEGITY OF MOBILIZING THE BROAD
MABEES IN SITRUCOLE AS THE ONLY waY TO ATHIEVE VECTORY,

3. ONE BOMEWHAT EPIGHAMATEIC EXAMPLE OF THIE iROM LENIN vitck | FOUND PARTICULARLY
BTRIKING DOES NOT APPEAR IN THE U5 voLuME ENGLISH TRANGLATIOM OF THE BTH ECITICN
oF THE CW PREBENTLY AVAILABLE To uB3

"KEEP_IN TOUCH wWiTh THE MASEBES,

"LiveE cLe#BE TO THEM, '

"Know THEIR wooDE,

"KNOWw EVERYTHING,

"UNDERBTAND THE MABBES.

"BE ABLE TO APPRCACH THEM,

"WIN THESR ABSOLUTE TRUTH.

"LEADERE MUBT NOT BECOME ISCLATED FROM THE MAEEEE THEY LEAD, OR TKE
VAKGUARD FROWM THE wHOLE ARMY CF LABOUR,,,

"Do NOT FLATTER YHE MABBES AND DG NCT BREAK AvAY FRoM THEM," (CompLETE
Worke, 5Tw Russiawn £0,, Vou, hh, pr, 297.8, QuOTED IN THE FUNDAMENTALE OF
Marxiev-LENINIBET PHILOBOPHY, 2ND REVIBED Ep,, 1974, By F,V, KONBTANTINOY, £T
AL., PF. j?ﬁ:jh

h, Orf course as Tre C.C.REPORT NOTES, YHE PTHEORY OF BTAGES" BHOULD BE SHARPLY
DIBTINGUIEHED FROM THE CORRKECT MARXIBT VIEw THAT ALL DF vELOPMENT PROGREBSEB THROUGRH
STAGES,

5. THOBE wHO DO WANT TO LEARN SOME THINGS ABOUT THE MAES LINE FROM MAO WILL FIND
INNUMERABLE FLACES WHERE HE BPEAKS OF THE NECESSITY OF MOBILIZING THE "BRCAD MABBES",
THE "GREAT maJyoRrITY", THE "OVERWHELMING MAJORITY", AMD OVHER SIMILAR EXPRESSIONG,

ANO OF COUREE THERE 16 THIE FAMOUS PABBAGEY "TO LINK ONEEBELF WITH THE MAEGES, ONE
MUET ACTY N ACCUORGANCE WiTH THE NEEDE AND WISHEES OF THE MABBES, ALL WORK DONE FOR
THE MAEEES MUST BTERT FROGM THEIR NEEDE AND NOT FROM THE CESIRE OF ANY INDIVIDUAL,
HOWEVER WELL~INTENTIONEG, |7 OFTEN HAPFEND THAT ObJECTIVELY THE MASBES NEED A CERe
TAIN CHARGE , BUT SUBJFCTIVELY THEY ARE NOT YET CONSCiUUS OF THE NEEDR, NOT YET wiLLiMG
OR DETERMINED TO MAKE THE CHANGE, |N BUCH CAGES, WE BHOULD WAIT PATIENTLY, WE
BHOULD NOT MAKE THE CHANGE UNTIL, THROUGH OCUR WORK, MOBT OF THE MAEBEE HAVE BECOME
CONBCIOUS OF THE NEED AND ARE WILLING AND DETERMIMED TO CARRY T OUT, OTHERV{EE WE
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SHALL 180LATF OURBELVES fRoM THE mas6ES,” ("Tue UniteEo FRONT 1N CuLTuRAL WoRrk,"
Ocv. 30, 1944, 8W, VoL 3, ». 236, empHagI& ACOED,)

6. IT 18 IN ORDER TO GIVE HIM OR HER A BIGGER TARGET THAT | am 8TOPPING WORK ON
THEEE NOTES NOW AND BUBMITTING THEM, RATHER THMAN TAKING THE TIME NECEBGARY TO KEF{NE
THEM INTO A NICE SHMOR1Y Eggavy, ' AM AWARE THAT THERE ARE CERTAIN VERY IMPORTANT
ABPECTB OF THE MAEBE LINE, BUCH AE FOR EXAMPLE THE "SINGLE BPARK METHOD", WHICH HAVE
NOT BEEN DIEBCUSBED IN THIS PAPER==DEGPITE (T6 LENGTH, | DO NOT CLAIM TO HAVE WRITTEN
A TREAYIBE OM THE MASS LINE-~MERELY GOME JNCOMPLETE NOTES,



